
Repair photos and remove unwanted content 

You know how to improve the look of your digital photos by balancing the shadows, 
highlights, and contrast. Unfortunately, adjustments to the Levels and Curves can't fix 
torn photos, or remove distracting objects like telephone wires from the background. 
Have you ever wondered how photographers actually manipulate what's in a picture, or 
take out an unsightly splotch out of an old photo, or even make a tear disappear? We're 
going to let the digital cat out of the bag. Go ahead and find a picture that needs to be 
fixed and we'll get started.  

Figure 4-1 shows an example of an older photo that needs to be touched up. It has a few 
obvious cracks in it that we can easily remove in Photoshop® Elements®.  

 
Figure 4-1: This image needs to be touched up.  

1. Open and duplicate your image. Zoom in on one area that needs to be repaired.  
2. Next, select the Clone Stamp tool in the toolbox. In the Options bar, select a soft 

round brush that is larger than the area you're about to repair. For this particular 



picture, we selected brush #45, which has a soft (fuzzy) edge. Make sure you set 
the Opacity to 100% and check the Aligned box.  

3. When you move your mouse over the picture, it automatically changes into a 
circle. That circle indicates the size of your brush. If you need to change your 
brush size, you can choose a larger brush in the Options bar.  

4. This is the Clone Stamp tool which clones data from one part of your image so 
that you can copy it to another. For this picture, you'll copy information from the 
untorn portion of the photos, and paste it over the rips in the photo. To tell 
Photoshop Elements where you want to copy information from, select an area 
adjacent to the area being fixed so that it matches. Move your mouse to the exact 
spot you want to clone, press Alt and click the mouse. You have just selected 
your sample, although it won't look like anything has happened. For our example, 
we Alt-clicked on the right of the rip, toward the bottom of the photo.  

5. Now, move to the spot you want to correct with your Clone Stamp tool, and click. 
As you click and drag with your mouse, your mouse will look like a circle, and 
you'll see a plus sign following along as you move. The plus indicates the area 
that you sampled, and the circle indicates the area that you're copying information 
to. You can either click, or click and drag with your mouse to cover up the 
problem areas. Figure 4-2 shows the Clone Stamp tool in action.  

 
Figure 4-2: Use the Clone Stamp tool to repair torn photos.  

6. If you move your mouse too far, you'll actually copy the information that you're 
trying to remove. That happens when the plus sign (the area that you're sampling 
from) goes over the original torn area. To avoid this, you'll need to resample fairly 
often by Alt-clicking with your mouse in a new area of the photograph.  

7. Use this same technique to remove telephone wires that ruin your scenic shot, a 
flagpole coming out of Aunt Suzy's head, or even entire people from your photos! 
You can even try cloning in more trees or clouds in a landscape. And remember, 
you can always undo (or close without saving your changes) if you make a bigger 
mess!  

Figure 4-3 shows a sample of the old photo restored.  The original photo is to the left, the 
areas identified to correct are in the center, and the final outcome is on the right.  



 
Figure 4-3: The tears and cracks are completely gone in the after photo.  

Now that you've fixed all your pictures, it's time to share them with your friends!  

E-Mail a photo from Photoshop Elements 

Photoshop Elements allows you to e-mail photos directly from the application with any 
image you've opened. You don't have to worry about resizing your photos so they're 
easier for your friends to download -- Photoshop Elements does it all for you. Just follow 
these steps:  

1. With your photos open, click the Share icon in the Shortcuts bar, and select E-
mail as shown in Figure 4-4.  

 
Figure 4-4: Send e-mail directly from Photoshop Elements using the Share icon.  

2. This opens a new window called the Organizer, and you'll see your images being 
"prepared."  

3. Once the Attach to E-mail window appears, you can remove photos by clicking 
on the thumbnail, and then clicking the Remove button at the bottom left. To add 
additional photos, click the Add button, and select your photos.  

4. You can add recipients manually by clicking Edit Contacts or you can select 
them later in your e-mail application.  

5. Type a new message in the message field, as shown in Figure 4-5, and then click 
Next to choose a stationery.  



 
Figure 4-5: Select your photos and recipients, and type in a quick message.  

6. Here's where you can really spiff up your e-mail by adding different frames and 
backgrounds. You can choose from several themes, such as baby boy, school, 
summer, or soccer. Once you've decided on a theme, click Next Step.  

7. Now you can customize your e-mail even more by selecting different 
backgrounds, layouts, and fonts, as Figure 4-6 illustrates. After you've finished, 
click Next, and your photo e-mail will open in your e-mail application. From 
here, you can select the recipients if you haven't already added them, and edit the 
subject, and message if you need to. Finally, just click Send in your e-mail 
application, and your photos will be on their way!  

 
Figure 4-6: Customize your e-mail with different backgrounds, layouts, and fonts.  

Because Photoshop Elements resizes and reduces the resolution of the photos you e-mail, 
these pictures won't be suitable for printing. If your friends and family want you to e-mail 
pictures to them that they can print, you'll need to attach the full-size photos to your e-
mail.  



Now let's talk a bit about printing photos.  

Printing photos from Photoshop Elements 

Inkjet printers are becoming more and more affordable, and the pictures are often 
indistinguishable from those you get professionally developed at the photo lab. To print 
high-quality photos, you'll need a few things:  

• A good photo. You need to start off with images that have a high resolution. If 
you have a 3 megapixel (or better) digital camera, you should be able to print a 
high-quality 5 x 7 inch photo, assuming you took the picture at the highest quality 
setting. For larger sizes, you'll need a camera with more megapixels.  

• A photo quality inkjet printer. These have really come down in price over the 
last few years, and you can find high quality printers for a little over $100. Make 
sure that the printer specifies that it's for printing photos, and check on the 
longevity of the prints before you make a purchase. Some inkjet photo prints 
could fade in five or 10 years, whereas others last well over 100 years. Do your 
research!  

• Photo paper and ink that's formulated specifically for your printer. Stick 
with paper and ink from your printer manufacturer for the best results. You might 
get less than stellar results using paper from a different company. Your images 
almost always last longest if they are printed with your printer manufacturer's ink 
and paper.  

Five quick steps to a great print  
If you have a photo quality printer at home, try printing a photo or two following these 
steps:  

1. Open a photo you've taken with your digital camera or any other image you like.  
2. Crop your picture using the steps from Lesson 1. If you want a borderless print, 

you'll need to have the same size paper to print on. For example, if you crop your 
photo to 4 x 6 inches, make sure you have 4 x 6 photo paper. You can always 
print on larger paper; you'll just need to trim your picture once it has printed.  

For best results, make sure your photo resolution is 300 ppi. If you crop and then enlarge 
your image significantly, you're losing information from your photo, and you may not get 
the best results when you print.  

3. Click the Print icon in the Shortcut bar. This opens the Print Preview window as 
shown in Figure 4-7, where you can view an example of how your picture will 
print on the size paper you currently have selected. No matter what's showing 
here, you'll need to click the Print button again.  



 
Figure 4-7: The Print Preview window.  

4. In the next window, select a printer (you may have only one printer to choose 
from), and click Properties. You'll always need to go in and adjust a few settings 
in your printer before you print. Consult your printer manual if you need specific 
directions, but these are the most common settings you'll need to print:  

• Print quality: Choose high quality or photo quality.  
• Paper type: This depends on the type of photo paper you're using. Usually, you 

can get the proper setting from the paper packaging. If you can't find a setting, 
choose something that's close (i.e. don't choose a matte setting for glossy paper).  

• Paper Size and Orientation: You'll need to tell the printer what size photo paper 
you're using, and whether you want your photo to print as a portrait or landscape.  

5. Once you've set up your printer, you're ready to print! Click OK to get out of the 
Properties window, select the number of copies, and click OK again to print.  

 


