
Portraits, action shots, and people shots 
Not-so-formal portraits  
Together with the accessories and modes discussed in Lesson 2, the digital camera offers 
you a wealth of possibilities for informal portraits. The tripod and the built-in flash are 
both great tools to use to get that perfect shot. And of course, the Portrait shooting mode 
(also mentioned in Lesson 2) assists you in capturing expressive faces. The Portrait mode 
decreases the depth of field of your camera, blurring the background and drawing 
attention to your subject or subjects.  

Figure 3-1 shows a photo taken from the floor with the aid of a flash unit. By aiming the 
flash up at the ceiling, the result was a soft, diffused light that surrounded the baby 
perfectly, eliminating the harsh shadows and the chance of red eye so prevalent with the 
small built-in flash.  

 
Figure 3-1: An auxiliary flash helps you to create a great informal portrait.  

Don't forget -- as mentioned in Lesson 2, you can remove red eye using many HP printers 
and cameras, right there in your device, without the need for a computer or any special 



software. If you don't have an HP printer or camera, you can still download the free HP 
Photosmart Essential software and use the red eye removal tool in that helpful program.  

Shoot lots of pictures -- you can always delete the ones that don't work. That's one great 
advantage of digital photography. You know right away what you've got -- no waiting for 
even the one-hour photo lab to come up with the photos. And with HP technology you 
can print straight from your camera to your printer (more about that in Lesson 4).  

Here are a few more suggestions for informal people photos:  

• Window light makes for perfect diffused light. Seat your subject close to the 
window so that the light falls evenly on her face. The window should be to one 
side (not behind the subject) so that the background is unobtrusive. Use a tripod, 
shoot lots of photos, and watch for the perfect expression.  

• Another aid when shooting by window light is a homemade reflector, which you 
can make from a piece of white cardboard or other similar reflecting material. It 
should be white so that it does not introduce an unwanted color cast. Place this to 
the opposite side of your subject so that it reflects light on the shadowed side of 
her face. This reduces contrast and makes a more appealing shot.  

• Take photos of your subjects doing things they like to do. A child with a favorite 
toy is a good example. Another is a hobbyist with the tools of his trade, or a 
grandmother knitting an outfit for the new baby. There's no limit to the ideas you 
can come up with.  

When photographing a small child, get down to the child's level. That way, you're 
looking straight at her rather than looking down on her. Angles look far more natural 
when you do this.  

Get with the action  
Action shots can provide great mementos of happy activities at any stage of life. When 
family members participate in sporting events, be there with your camera. Take, for 
example, the ice hockey rink or the baseball diamond. The little guys can be just as 
exciting as the pros, and far more approachable with your camera. Here are a few tips to 
follow in capturing that perfect shot:  

• Be ready to shoot at the peak of action. To prepare your camera, hold the shutter 
button down partway to focus the camera and get it ready to take the picture. Then 
your camera can quickly take the shot when you push the button the rest of the 
way.  

• Remember the distance limits on your camera's flash.  
• Of course, the Action shooting mode will help you get a fast shutter speed so your 

camera can capture the action. This is particularly useful if you cannot get close 
enough for the distance of your flash, but it requires a brightly-lit setting.  



• Another way to portray action is to use a slow shutter speed for an intentional 
blur. Follow your subject by panning your camera so that your subject is sharp 
and the background blurred. This is a great way to get action shots of runners, 
cyclists, and so on. Pick the Shutter Priority shooting mode and set your camera to 
a slow speed; your camera will automatically pick the proper aperture to match 
your shutter speed.  

Figure 3-2 shows the action at a minor-league hockey arena using a fast shutter speed. 
This photo intentionally allows extra space on the right to give the puck carrier space to 
move into (this is always a good compositional technique), and was taken with auto white 
balance set. The latter can be a problem in hockey or basketball arenas; you should check 
your shots on the LCD screen and change your setting until you get the best color. Try a 
few test shots during pre-game warm-up so that you're ready for the action.  

 
Figure 3-2: You can get great sporting action shots with your digital camera.  

The silhouette  
Another interesting technique you might want to explore is that of the silhouette. You can 
create a silhouette that conveys the subject's character in a unique way. Set your camera 
on a tripod and pose your subject where the light can strike the subject from behind, to 
create an outline.  

A good time and place is on a lake shore at sunset, as done in Figure 3-3. Watch the 
reflections and position your subject to take advantage of the natural outline that's often 
present. Again, you should allow more space in front of your subject than behind so that 
she has space to look into. Meter on the light areas so that the shaded side goes dark, lock 
your exposure in by pressing the shutter button down half way, recompose your shot, and 
you have your silhouette. You can use the same technique for children playing on the 
beach or just groups of people enjoying a summer evening.  



 
Figure 3-3: A silhouette makes for a different type of people shot.  

To get the exposure correct, meter off your background (such as the water surface in 
Figure 3-3). You can set this exposure into the camera manually or press the shutter 
button halfway to lock the exposure while you recompose your shot. Do NOT use your 
flash. On most digital cameras, you must specifically disable the automatic flash to 
ensure it doesn't go off.  

The Macro focus mode can provide many hours of photographic enjoyment and lots of 
great mementos. The world of close-up is as close as your garden or public park. Pick an 
early morning or hazy day for best results, and avoid direct sunlight. Take the time to 
carefully observe your LCD screen so that your shot is properly composed before you 
shoot. Use the Aperture Priority shooting mode so that you can control your depth of 
field. This way you can ensure that the parts of the flower you really want to have sharp 
are sharp, while distracting items in the background are kept out of focus.  

Do not use your optical viewfinder to frame a close-up shot unless it's a through-the-lens 
viewfinder. At close distances, the viewfinder suffers from parallax; in other words, it 
produces a different view compared to the lens and you'll cut off part of your subject 
when you use such a viewfinder.  



 
Figure 3-4: Using close-up equipment and a tripod, you can get exciting floral shots.  

Flowers are not the only close-up garden subjects. Butterflies and other insects are 
waiting in your garden to be photographed. You should go out to the garden early in the 
morning while it's still cool and these subjects are not yet moving very much. You may 
even have the time to set up your tripod and adjust your composition carefully to achieve 
a winning result such as that of the sulphur butterfly shown in Figure 3-5. Fungi, rocks, 
and minerals are yet other subjects in the outside world that invite your camera for close-
up shots.  



 
Figure 3-5: Tiny butterflies are waiting for you to capture them on your digital camera.  

Close-up photography doesn't end with the garden. You can combine photography with 
other hobbies such as coin or stamp collecting. Use your imagination, look around, and 
you'll be amazed at what you can capture!  

Everyone has taken the typical vacation shots such as the kids playing on the beach or in 
the hotel pool, the "I was there" postcard-type shots from the scenic overlooks, the 
tourist-type events that can be found anywhere people go to vacation, and so on. With a 
bit of creativity, you can bring home vacation photos that are a step above the rest.  

Real Life Technologies make a remarkable contribution here, too. HP digital cameras are 
the only ones that enable you to take a handful of shots and stitch them together right in 
the camera, without the need for editing software or a PC. The result is an impressive 
multi-shot panoramas right there on the spot.  

In-camera panoramas  



A photograph may be worth a thousand words, but it often fails to convey the majesty 
and splendor of a gorgeous vista or a historic setting. An in-camera panorama is just the 
solution for this dilemma.  

A panorama is an extra large image built either by the use of an expensive specialty 
camera (such as the ones used commonly to take photos of an entire school's student 
body and faculty) or by compositing several smaller images together. The extra 
dimension gives the final image a unique form factor -- either very tall or very wide -- 
that helps greatly to convey scale and surroundings.  

Using a feature called In-camera Panorama Stitching, some HP cameras are able 
automatically to create gorgeous panoramas from digital photos that you take. All you 
have to do is turn the feature on, take your photos in sequence (either from left to right, or 
bottom to top), and follow the prompts.  

When you're done, you can even view the final result using In-camera Panorama Preview 
. If the result isn't what you wanted, you can reshoot, right there on the spot. Ansel 
Adams would be jealous.  

What about perspective?  

If you're familiar with visual theory, you know that a good panorama is more than just 
stringing several photos together. If you've ever tried to build a panorama using photos 
you took using a film camera, you are aware that there are subtle perspective shifts that 
occur when you turn the camera, even if it is staying in the same exact spot using a good 
tripod. It's especially evident if there are strong horizontal lines anywhere in your subject 
-- the angles on the lines will change from photo to photo, and it's not possible to connect 
those lines cleanly using analog (film) techniques.  

Fortunately, HP's Real Life Technologies take care of that digitally -- all in your own 
camera. The processor in your camera takes on the unenviable task of finding common 
reference points in the images, digitally correcting for perspective shifts, and 
reassembling the image as one smooth, seamless whole. The job only takes a few 
seconds. Not bad for a gadget you can fit in your pocket.  

Historic buildings  
When on vacation, most of us like to visit historic buildings in the area in which we are 
vacationing. We come back with the grab shots that are a dime a dozen. Here you'll see a 
couple of examples of what a bit of ingenuity can provide you with, should you be 
visiting Thomas Jefferson's Monticello estate in Virginia. Of course, you can apply these 
ideas to many places around the world.  

When you're touring, you often need to be content with whatever weather conditions 
nature provides. This is especially true when on a guided tour with only so much time at 



an attraction. Jefferson enjoyed gardening as a hobby, and today Monticello reflects his 
passion. Why not combine the gardens with the building for a different type of shot? Set 
your camera on a tripod and maneuver it carefully into the edge of the garden area so that 
the building appears in the background. Use a wide-angle setting on your camera, select a 
small aperture so that foreground and background are all sharp. If your camera allows, 
use a polarizer to improve the colors and render the sky a pleasant blue color. Applying 
this formula, you should be able to capture something like the result seen in Figure 3-6.  

 
Figure 3-6: Include the gardens at Monticello for an exciting shot of Thomas Jefferson's 
Monticello.  

Next, zoom your camera to a telephoto setting and look around for details on the building 
itself. You can come up with an unlimited variety of shots on an interesting building that 
convey the character of the structure and the care that Jefferson's artisans employed a 
couple of centuries ago and still very well preserved today. See Figure 3-7 for an 
example.  

 



Figure 3-7: Go long on Monticello and explore its many structural details for different 
vacation shots.  

More silhouettes  
When the sun is going down and before the lights go on, use the same techniques that you 
learned earlier in this lesson to capture buildings in silhouette. An old, weathered 
lighthouse on Lake Michigan provided this sunset silhouette. Make sure that you select a 
view that emphasizes the features of the building you're silhouetting, or else you'll end up 
with just another black block.  

 
Figure 3-8: A building with a distinctive shape can be portrayed effectively as a 
silhouette.  

As with other vacation photos, vary your angle and shoot lots of different shots. You can 
edit them later to keep the winners and discard the "blah" shots.  

Waterfalls  
When the average person thinks waterfalls, he thinks of Niagara Falls or other world-
famous cataracts. For each such waterfall, hundreds of smaller waterfalls beckon the 
vacationer who gets off the beaten path to seek them out. The same geologic landform 
that created Niagara Falls also created many such smaller cataracts, including Ontario's 
Hilton Falls, as shown in Figure 3-9. The tripod, and possibly one or more filters, comes 
into play in taking an effective photo that says "falling water!"  

Set your camera on a tripod, find an effective location, add a polarizing or neutral density 
filter if you can, and slow your shutter speed down to 1/4 second or slower to provide the 
free-flowing effect. An overcast day is best, because it provides even lighting and allows 
you to use a slower shutter speed, perhaps without a neutral density filter.  



 
Figure 3-9: Slow down your shutter and capture the flowing beauty of a small waterfall.  

When you're out in a hilly or mountainous area, look for waterfalls from the tiniest 
streams to the larger torrents, and give them all a try! The possibilities are endless.  

Water and humidity can damage your digital camera severely, or even ruin it. Make sure 
you set your tripod up on a secure location where it cannot fall over, and where the spray 
from the falls will not fall on the camera. If you want to get very close to the falls, invest 
in a housing that will keep the camera protected. Or make it easy and just get a 
waterproof camera!  

 


