
Fixing Color in pictures 
Now that you're comfortable straightening and resizing your photos, it's time to take a 
look at color. Are all of the people in your photos a little too red, like they've been out in 
the sun too long? Or do you have the opposite problem -- a bluish overcast that makes 
people look half-frozen? Believe it or not, almost all digital photos have a slight color 
cast and can benefit from at least a little color correction. You can even scan in and 
restore older photos that have discolored over time. And fortunately, Photoshop® 
Elements® has made the entire process incredibly easy!  

Before you begin this lesson, make one quick adjustment. Click the Eyedropper tool and 
select 3 by 3 Average in the Options bar, as shown in Figure 2-1. You need to do this to 
ensure that you're sampling from an average rather than just one pixel of color.  

 
Figure 2-1: Adjust the Eyedropper tool before you begin.  

Fixing discolored photos  
If you have pictures that were developed in the 1970s, you might notice that they've 
changed colors over the years and developed a reddish tint. Even older photos may have 
turned yellow over time. If you have a photo with major color issues, it's time to get 
familiar with the Quick Fix window:  

1. Open and duplicate your photo. Select Quick Fix in the Shortcuts bar. This opens 
your picture on an entirely different screen called the Quick Fix window.  

2. Change the view at the bottom of the screen to Before and After (either portrait 
or landscape, depending on your photo orientation). This allows you to see your 
changes side by side with the original photo.  

3. Click the Auto Smart Fix button at the top right, then make adjustments using 
the slider underneath. Once you achieve a good result, click the green checkmark.  

4. Go ahead and experiment with the other color sliders in the Quick Fix Window, 
as shown in Figure 2-2, to see if they improve the look of your pictures. Usually, 
just a small shift dramatically changes your image.  



 
Figure 2-2: Use the Quick Fix window to fix color problems in your photos.  

Here are the effects you can achieve with each slider:  

• Saturation: Makes the colors in your picture more vivid or more muted  
• Hue: Shifts all the colors in an image  
• Temperature: Makes pictures appear warmer (red) or cooler (blue)  
• Tint: Makes color more green or magenta  

As you're fixing the color in your photos, it's important to remember not to go overboard! 
You don't want to wind up with pictures that look more like a cartoon than an actual 
photograph. If you make changes that you don't want to keep, just click Cancel (the circle 
with a slash next to the green checkmark) to discard your changes.  

Next we'll explore another fun color correction technique: improving skin tones with a 
click of the mouse.  

Fixing skin tones 
 

Photoshop Elements added a handy adjustment in version 4.0 to bring out more natural 
skin tones. Follow these simple steps:  

1. Open and duplicate your photo.  
2. Select Enhance > Adjust Color > Adjust Color for Skin Tone.  
3. When the Adjust Color for Skin Tone window appears, make sure the Preview 

button is checked. Take your mouse off of the window and click on your subject's 
skin, as shown in Figure 2-3. Usually, the forehead or cheek works best.  



 
Figure 2-3: Click on your subject's skin to adjust the skin tone.  

4. You should see an immediate improvement in your photo, although the change 
might be subtle. To see the before version of your picture, just uncheck Preview. 
You can check it again to see the fixed version.  

5. If your picture is still a little too warm or cool, move the Temperature slider to 
the left or right. Generally, people look better with a warm glow as if they had 
been photographed just before sunset, which photographers often call "the golden 
hour." You can also adjust the Tan or Blush sliders to increase or decrease the 
brown or red tones in your photo. Once you're happy with your changes, click 
OK and enjoy your fixed photo, as shown in Figure 2-4.  

 
Figure 2-4: The fixed photo.  

Now that you're comfortable fixing the color in your photos, it's time to move on to 
converting your images to black and white.  



If you have clashing colors in your picture, converting it to black and white often keeps 
the focus on your subject, without overwhelming the viewer with distracting colors. 
Black and white photos can be more dramatic than color photos, and they usually lend a 
classic look to your subject. You can remove all the color in your photo by desaturating 
your picture (move the Saturation slider all the way to the left in the Quick Fix window), 
but the results are pretty lackluster. Photoshop Elements 5.0 has a new tool for converting 
photos to black and white, and the results are much more impressive. Here are the steps:  

1. Open and duplicate your photo, and fix any color casts using the procedure on the 
first page of this lesson.  

2. Click Enhance > Convert to Black and White. When the Convert to Black and 
White window opens, you'll see your original photo on the left, and the black and 
white version on the right.  

3. Choose a Style option that reflects the subject of your photo (we choose Portrait 
for the image in Figure 2-5).  

4. Click the More or Less thumbnails until your photo looks best to you. Clicking 
the thumbnails automatically changes the Style to Custom. For a larger change, 
you can click a thumbnail more than once, or move the Adjustment Intensity 
slider.  

5. Once you're happy with the way your black and white image looks, click OK. 
Figure 2-5 shows the results.  

 
Figure 2-5: Black and white conversions made easy.  

You can see how much nicer the second photo in Figure 2-6 looks, after the black and 
white color conversion.  



 
Figure 2-6: Desaturated image compared to one that has been converted to black and 
white using the process above.  
Next up, learn how to get rid of those glowing red eyes in your photos.  

Almost everyone has a few pictures that have been ruined by red eye. Once again, 
Photoshop Elements can rescue a red eye photo with just a few clicks of your mouse:  

1. Open and duplicate your red eye photo.  
2. Use the Zoom tool (or the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+) to zoom in on your subject's 

eyes.  
3. Select the Red Eye Removal tool from the toolbox.  
4. Simply use your mouse to click the red portion of one of the eyes to remove the 

red, as shown in Figure 2-7. You can also click and drag a box around the eye.  

 
Figure 2-7: Red eye removal.  

5. You might need to adjust the Pupil Size and the Darken Amount of the corrected 
area in the Options bar, depending on your photo. Subjects with lighter eyes 
usually need a lighter darken amount. Figure 2-8 shows the finalized photo after 
getting rid of red eye.  



 
Figure 2-8: Back to normal -- no more red eye.  
 


