
   

By the time you read this, 
the NBA will be over and the 
Miami Heat will have beaten the 
Dallas Mavericks and we get to 
rest for awhile from major 
league sports playoffs. 

Our
lunch
bunch
contin-
ues a 
superb
season
with ef-
forts of 
Ann

Hartle and Andrea Lawrence
at the May 24 Lunch Bunch at 
the Highland Manor in Apopka.  
We enjoyed a record number of 
people attending—120—and the 
event was one of the most suc-
cessful ones we have had with 
show tunes provided by Ray 
Michel, who also led sing-a-
longs.  The June Lunch Bunch 
June 21 at Mission Inn had 120 
people signed up by the time we 
went to press.  That one is 
thanks to the effort of Anne
Hurlock-Kelly and Lynn Hay-
worth.  Our lunch bunches are 
great events and an even better 
opportunity to renew old friend-
ships with other retirees.   If you 
want to coordinate a Lunch 
Bunch in August or September, 
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President. Continued on page 25. 

Retired Employees Association 
of Lockheed Martin 
of Central Florida 

With today’s dizzying array 
of instant communication tools, 
amateur radio might seem like a 
quaint technology from the past. 
But disasters like the recent 
deadly tornadoes that struck the 
U.S. and the earthquake that dev-
astated parts of Japan demon-
strate the enduring value of a 
technology that can function 
without the Internet, an electrical 
grid or a mobile phone network. 
When all else fails, amateur radi-
os won’t. 

That’s the idea behind Lock-
heed Martin’s First Responders 
Amateur Radio Club, which now 
includes 15 sites across the U.S. 
The network of club members, 
who are licensed amateur or 
“ham” radio operators, are pre-
pared to relay emergency com-

Harold Cates,  
REALM president 

munications in support of em-
ployees, the corporation and lo-
cal communities when disaster 
knocks out the sophisticated 
communications networks we’ve 
come to rely on.  

The idea for a corporate-
wide ham network was original-
ly suggested by Lockheed Mar-
tin Global Training and Logis-
tics employee Brian Nichols, a 
security officer at the Akron, 
Ohio, facility who said a local 
power failure caused by a rac-
coon in a substation made him 
think about the need for a fail-
safe emergency communication 
system. 

“If the whole power network 
goes out, I can hook my radio up 
to a battery and I’m ready to go 
for a couple of days,” Nichols 
said. Despite their low cost – 
Nichols spent about $125 for his 
radio – they’re reliable and can 
communicate across great dis-
tances.  Nichols, who serves as 
president of the Akron club, said 
he has been interested in ham 
radio “ever since I was a little 
kid,” but only obtained his fed-
eral technician license about two 
years ago. 

“Ham radios might seem 
low-tech by today’s standards, 
but it’s amazing what they can 
do,” he said. “Say there’s a dis-

Ham. Continued on page 8. 
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Coming Events Blood Bank 

Thank you Blood Donors! 
Betty Hay 

George McClure 
Blair Schlender 

Jan Sullivan 
Sylvia Williamson 

Betty Winslow 

We extend thanks to all of the donations; we really 
appreciate you taking your time to go donate.  The 
life you save may be your own.  When you donate, 
please send e-mail to Sylvia Williamson at 
msbearW@aol.com. 

Travel and Events 
By Joe Boler 

1. September 21 – October 3, 2011. Holland Amer-
ica’s Nieuw Amsterdam’s Mediterranean Ro-
mance Cruise. Contact Shirley Jones or Karen 
Strain, L’Attitude Adjustments, for more infor-
mation.

2. November 30 – December 5, 2011.  Asheville, 
NC, holiday spectacular.  This 6-day trip in-
cludes tours of the Biltmore Estate, which is 
decked out in beautiful Christmas finery.  A stop 
in Savannah on the way home rounds out this 
holiday trip.  Basic information is included this 
month and more information will be provided 
next month. 

3. February 16, 2012.  Ten-day Southern Caribbe-
an medley round trip from Ft. Lauderdale. 

When planning any trip, consider purchasing travel 
insurance in case of unforeseen circumstances such 
as bad weather. 

Joe and Alice Boler 
(407)293-6549 

Bill and Helen Bowden 
(407)277-5599 

Mike and Mary Gezzar 
(407)876-2907 

Dave and Marci Long
(407)894-8454 

Rita Vanatta 
(407)654-2816 

Travel Committee Members

Lockheed Martin  
Blood Bank Group Number:

M6W

By Sylvia Williamson September 21 ............ Set sail in the Mediterranean 
September ................. Election of officers 
October ..................... REALM Annual Meeting at 

Lockheed Martin Sand Lake 
Road Center 

December 30 ............ Asheville, NC, trip 
February 16, 2012 .... 10-day Southern Caribbean 

Medley Round Trip from Ft. 
Lauderdale

Joe Boler is looking for volunteers to coordinate 
Lunch Bunch. As the recent coordinators can tell 
you, it isn’t difficult and with two or three people 
sharing the duties, it is an enjoyable volunteer activ-
ity much appreciated by the members.  To find out 
more, contact Joe. 
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Care and Concern 
Heinz Fortmueller ............................... May 6 
Gary Lawton ....................................... May 8 
Leota “Lee” Ferguson ........................ May 9 
Clell Fields ........................................... May 10 
Jim Potts .............................................. May 16 
Sandy Bennett ..................................... May 19 
Hazel Delong ........................................ May 20 
Tom Steidley ........................................ May 22 
Roland Taylor’s wife, Susan .............. May 27 
Ed Guard ............................................. May 28 
Charles Sherrod .................................. May 29 
Leo Armacost ...................................... May 29 
Robert (Bob) Blackwood .................... May 29 
Velma McKenney ................................ June 3 
Allan Norton ........................................ June 4 
Toby Travelute .................................... June 5 
Joe Sikora’s wife, Joyce ...................... June 6 
William Lamlein ................................. June 3 
Samuel Porter ...................................... June 9 
Maudie Chernega ............................... June 13  

In Memoriam 

JoAnn Abt had hip surgery 
at Florida Hospital/Altamonte on 
June 2.  She will be going to re-
hab soon and by the time you 
read this newsletter, she’ll proba-
bly be ready to run in the Boston 
marathon! We wish her the best 
of luck.  

Louis Landefeld’s daughter, 
Leslie, sent us a note regarding 
her father.  Louis worked for 
Martin Marietta for 43 years, 
transferring down from Balti-
more in 1959.  He retired in 1992 
and he and his wife, Dorothy,
traveled extensively for several 
years.  They went on a tour of all 
the national parks and cruised 
through the inside passage of 
Alaska.  They also visited places 
of interest in Germany, Switzer-
land and Austria while thorough-
ly enjoying their retirement life.  
About six years ago Louis was 
diagnosed with dementia along 
with diabetes and also had gall 
bladder surgery.  In March of 
this year it was necessary for him 
to go into the Superior Residence 
of Clermont for his own safety.  
Leslie would appreciate our 
prayers for her father and if any-
one would want to visit him, that 
would be gratefully appreciated 
since he enjoys seeing and talk-
ing to people.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the Landefeld 
family.  

By Ann Hartle 

Contact Ann Hartle by email, 
phone, or snail mail to keep eve-
ryone informed about what’s 
happening in your life.   
Ann Hartle: 
annhartle@earthlink.net
407-862-8282 
167 Durham Pl 
Longwood, FL 32779-7100 

Care.  Continued on page 5. 
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Tom Bayston’s wife, Ma-
rie, underwent a laminectomy 
(back operation) on May 4 after 
suffering from severe back pain 
since the first of the year.  Medi-
cation and therapy for several 
months before the operation did 
not help, making surgery neces-
sary.  After six days in the hospi-
tal, she transferred to a rehab 
center to continue her recovery.  
On May 19 she had improved 
enough to go home so Tom 
could look after her.  At home 
she will continue to receive the 

usual Medicare-provided home 
nursing care and therapy for sev-
eral weeks.  She is making excel-
lent progress following such a 
major operation and should be 
back to her normal activities by 
mid-summer.  Tom says she 
sends her sincerest thanks to eve-
ryone for their kind well wishes, 
cards and prayers.  

Following up on Butch
Ramsey . . . as noted in the Feb-
ruary issue of REALM News, he 
had successful heart surgery in 
January and recovered nicely.  

Unfortunately, a CT scan a cou-
ple of months later revealed two 
cancerous tumors on his liver, so 
he is now undergoing a proce-
dure called chemoembolization 
to treat the tumors.  This proce-
dure takes about an hour and 
involves spending two or three 
days in the hospital.  Butch said 
this has been shown to be a high-
ly effective treatment and he 
believes the benefits far out-
weigh the risks.  He will keep us 
informed as the weeks go by and 
we hope for the best in our pray-
ers. 

Care. Continued from page 4. 

Back in the 1970s, this photo was taken in the 
test engineering department’s drafting area.  The 
people in the photo were discussing particulars of a 
test set.  We asked last month if you recognized ei-
ther of these fellows. 

Dick Newell responds, “The ‘young’ engineer 
facing the camera is Ralph Merkle.  I worked with 
Ralph in Manufacturing Test Engineering from 1967 
to 1993 when we both retired.”  Dick worked for the 
company in Orlando, Cape Canaveral, and White 
Sands Missile Range spanning 1957 through 1993.   

Phil Bartling recognizes both gentlemen:  “The 
two characters in the photo are Ralph Merkle and 
Henry Diebolt. I worked with both of these guys 
over in Test Engineering.” 

Have you a photo you’d like to share?  Send it to 
realm.fl.news@gmail.com and we’ll see if anyone 
else recognizes the image. 

Who do you know? 
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 JOSEPH and JENNY ADAMS 
their 47 th married 7 14 1964 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 GILBERT and MAVEH BARKER 
their 66 th married 7 10 1945 in 
SAN DIEGO CA 

 LOUIS and NELLIE BARRETTA 
their 64 th married 7 19 1947 in 
UTICA NY 

 ALBERT and BETTY BAUCHLE 
their 57 th married 7 17 1954 in 
EAST ORANGE NJ 

 DENNIS and JACKIE BAUER 
their 44 th married 7 22 1967 in 
LOGANSPORT IN 

 CHARLES and ELLEN  
BENNETT their 69 th married 7 18 
1942 in JACKSONVILLE FL 

 ALAN and DORIS BODECKER 
their 59 th married 7 19 1952 in 
BALTIMORE MD 

 JOSEPH and JOYCE CASALESE 
their 25 th married 7 12 1986 in 
CASSELBERRY FL 

 JAMES and DIANA CHAMBLIN 
their 49 th married 7 21 1962 in 
CORDER MO 

 DONALD and LINDA CLEGG 
their 48 th married 7 5 1963 in 
WINTER GARDEN FL 

 EDWARD and DORIS  
COLEMAN their 62 nd married 7 
31 1949 in THURMONT MD 

 JOHN and ROSEMARIE CONN 
their 46 th married 7 17 1965 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 ALBERT and PATSY 
CRADDOCK their 63 rd married 7 
3 1948 in KENT OH 

 SAMUEL and GAIL CRIGLER 
their 45 th married 7 23 1966 in 
STARKVILLE MS 

 JOE and ESTHER DALY their  
52 nd married 7 25 1959 in WA-
TERTOWN NY 

 RICHARD and VIRGINIA 
DUPONT their 60 th married 7 17 
1951 in BRENTWOOD MD 

 RON and ELEANOR ENGLEMAN 
their 23 rd married 7 9 1988 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 IKE and REVA ERICKSON their 
58 th married 7 18 1953 in  
WELLSVILLE NY 

 ROBERT and RUTH FERGUSON 
their 59 th married 7 4 1952 in  
PASS POINT MS 

 MURRAY and SARAH  
GARBRICK their 44 th married 7 22 
1967 in ORLANDO FL 

 FLOYD and JANET GARTON 
their 41 st married 7 16 1970 in 
MAITLAND FL 

 EDWARD and DONNA GRIFFIN 
their 53 rd married 7 25 1958 in 
SACRAMENTO CA 

 JAMES and AUDREY J. HAYNE 
their 55 th married 7 23 1956 in 
SHARON PA 

 KEITH and MARY(BUNNY)  
HAZEL their 60 th married 7 7 1951 
in WASHINGTON DC 

 RAY and JOYCE HELMUTH their 
42 nd married 7 11 1969 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 RUDY and JUNE HEYDEL their 
67 th married 7 14 1944 in JOPLIN 
MO 

 JOHN and DORIS HILS their 66 th 
married 7 1 1945 in SHELTON WA 

 JOHN and GERTRUDE HUBER 
JR their 53 rd married 7 25 1958 in 
SANFORD FL 

 KEITH and VICTORIA  
HUDDLESTON their 44 th married 
7 29 1967 in WASHINGTON DC 

 BERNARD and ESTELLE  
HURWITCH their 57 th married 7 
13 1954 in BOSTON MA 

 DICK and MARY JANSSON their 
57 th married 7 3 1954 in COL-
LEGE PARK MD 

 EARL and SUSAN JOHNSON 
their 29 th married 7 3 1982 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 WALTER and AGATINE  
KACZMAREK their 65 th married 
7 29 1946 in BALTIMORE MD 

 RUSSELL and JO ANN  
KAUFFMAN their 58 th married 7 
19 1953 in ALBURTIS PA 

 LOUIS and DOROTHY  
LANDEFELD their 56 th married 7 
2 1955 in ESSEX MD 

 CHARLES and EMMA LOSH 
their 38 th married 7 26 1973 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 SUE and GEORGE Mc DANIEL 
their 21 st married 7 26 1990 in OR-
LANDO FL 

 PAYTON and HELEN  
MC DONALD their 60 th married 7 
1 1951 in BIRMINGHAM AL 

 PAUL and CAROL MIELKE their 
60 th married 7 14 1951 in ANT-
WERP OH 

July Anniversaries 
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 JAMES and CLAIRE MILLER 
their 54 th married 7 27 1957 in 
FLINT MI 

 ARTHUR and ADA MILLER their 
51 st married 7 23 1960 in  
ORLANDO FL 

 JIM and BETTY MINEAR their  
47 th married 7 9 1964 in  
ORLANDO FL 

 FRANK and ARLINE NIEMAS 
their 41 st married 7 11 1970 in 
CARTERET NJ 

 JAMES and SETSUYO OLIVER 
their 48 th married 7 30 1963 in 
TOKYO JAPAN 

 ROBERT and ROSE PETTIGREW 
their 41 st married 7 10 1970 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 JOHN and THELMA REUS their 
61 st married 7 8 1950 in  
TAYLORSVILLE MD 

 ORVILLE and BONNIE RHEA 
JR. their 51 st married 7 30 1960 in 
DOVER DE 

 MAURO and CAROLYN  
RIGANTE their 7 th married 7 22 
2004 in ORMOND BEACH FL 

 WALT and JEAN RIGLING their 
25 th married 7 13 1986 in  
ORLANDO FL 

 SEVIER and BETTY SUE SABIN 
their 48 th married 7 6 1963 in 
TALAHASSEE FL 

July Anniversaries 
 WILLIAM and BETTY SEEGERS 
JR. their 51 st married 7 8 1960 in 
WINTER PARK FL 

 WILLIAM and JUDITH SELF 
their 32 nd married 7 14 1979 in 
ORLANDO FL 

 DAVID and FRANCES SELLERS 
their 53 rd married 7 19 1958 in MC 
GREGOR TX 

 PHILIP and MARY ANN SNOOK 
SR their 57 th married 7 29 1954 in 
WINCHESTER VA 

 CURTIS and ROSALIE  
SPANGLER their 51 st married  
7 12 1960 in BELAIR MD 

 WILLIAM and MARIE ST. 
AMOUR their 50 th married  
7 21 1961 in PLAINSFIELD CT 

 LARUE and MARILYN 
STELENE JR. their 57 th married  
7 17 1954 in YORK PA 

 STEVEN and VIVIAN  
SUMMERS their 45 th married  
7 2 1966 in ORLANDO FL 

 JENNIE and KENNETH  
THOMAS their 54 th married  
7 20 1957 in TOWSON MD 

 DAVE and PATRICIA UTLEY 
their 66 th married 7 14 1945 in 
AMSTERDAM NY 

 KENNETH and VONA WEBB 
their 62 nd married 7 11 1949 in 
WELLSTON OK 

 WILLIAM and MERRILIE 
WHITMIRE their 43 rd married  
7 6 1968 in SAN DIEGO CA 

 ROBERT and SANDRA 
WOODARD their 39 th married  
7 22 1972 in ORLANDO FL 

 IRENE and WILLIAM YOUNG 
their 40 th married 7 31 1971 in 
MILTON FL 

 JOE and EDNA ZAWALICH their 
54 th married 7 21 1957 in  
KINGSLAND GA 

If your anniversary information is incorrect, please contact Ed Jones at cjones21@cfl.rr.com or  
407-859-3766. 
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Many of our longer-term  
retirees will recall that at Sand 
Lake Road, the original main 
building, called the Main Plant, 
had only a partial second floor.  
It contained offices, cafeteria, 
kitchen, and computer center.  
The majority of the area was 
high bay and accommodated 
the height needs of the machine 
shop and overhead handling for 
other manufacturing activities. 

The award of major new con-
tracts in the early 1960s, such 
as the Pershing missile, gener-
ated an office population explo-

sion that confronted manage-
ment with the problem of 
providing new office space 
quickly.  A major element of 
the solution was to add office 
balconies in the Main Plant.
Those of you who spent your 
career at Sand Lake probably at 
one time or another were a resi-
dent of one of these balconies. 

Because the growth was con-
sidered a surge and the nature 
of the defense industry was a 
cycle of boom and bust, man-
agement astutely decided the 
balconies should be 

“temporary.”  That is why the 
original ones were “erector set” 
construction with no concrete 
floors.  You probably remem-
ber the red metal plate surface 
that after a while developed a 
swag between beams … partic-
ularly in the main corridors.  It 
was fun (if you weren’t the op-
erator) to watch a cart being 
pushed down the aisle doing 
the galloping gertie. 

Well, like many good inten-
tions, most of those 
“temporary” balconies never 

The Missing Balcony  

“Where in the World is Balcony B?” 
By Gerry Shoaf  

Balcony. Continued on page 9. 
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came down and remain to this 
day.  Some of the space revert-
ed to light manufacturing areas.  
Anyone remember the cable 
and harness operation on the 
east end of Balcony D or the 
Walleye program later stretch-
ing the entire length of balcony 
D?  Believe me, we in Facilities 
worried about the weight of the 
large ovens and massive test 
stations that were up there and 
we worked against the efficien-
cy desires of the industrial engi-
neers to keep them spread out 
instead of clustered.  There was 
an old joke that since the floor-

loading rated capacity was only 
50 pounds per square foot you 
should never stand on just one 
foot!

However, Balcony B was the 
ONLY one that was disassem-
bled to restore high bay space. 

So here’s the challenge, 
REALMers.  Take a look at the 
facility layout drawing on page 
8 and stretch your memories to 
remember where Balcony B 
was located.  No one in the pre-
sent day Facilities staff has a 
clue since those old drawings 

are long since discarded.  Per-
haps you once worked on the 
balcony yourself and can de-
scribe the organizational ele-
ments that occupied it. 

Here are two clues… 

1. “A2” designates the origi-
nal, permanent part of the 
building

2. Balconies G and H are the 
newer ones, build long af-
ter Balcony B was re-
moved.

If you have some knowledge of 
Balcony B, please drop a note 
to realm.fl.news@gmail.com

Balcony. Continued from page 8. 

aster down in Florida, the phone 
and the Internet are down, and 
you’ve got family in Illinois 
you’re not able to communicate 
with. What better way to do that 
than through a co-worker at 
Lockheed Martin, someone you 
know you can trust, who’s able 
to contact your family and let 
them know you’re safe and 
sound?” 

To date, Lockheed Martin 
sites participating in the radio 
club include Akron; Palmdale, 
Calif.; Sunnyvale, Calif.; Den-
ver, Colo.; Fort Worth, Texas; 
Orlando, Fla.; Manassas, Va.; 
Newtown, Pa.; Moorestown, 
N.J.; Endicott, N.Y.; Owego, 
N.Y.; Syracuse, N.Y.; Eagan, 
Minn.; and Gaithersburg, Md. 

Many of the clubs include 
Lockheed Martin employees 
from several business units.  

“The idea is to work together and 
bridge the gap between all the 
different Lockheed Martin or-
ganizations,” Nichols said.

Nichols said the emergency 
network has received the support 
of Lockheed Martin executive 
leadership as well as employee 
volunteers. 

As in other locations, the 
company has provided the Akron 
club with space in the facility, 
and the radio equipment was 
supplied by Lockheed Martin 
through the First Responders 
Affinity Group (FRAG). The 
group was founded by Cherylann 
Costa, an Enterprise Business 
Services computer security spe-
cialist in Syracuse, N.Y. and a 
volunteer firefighter and amateur 
radio operator who Nichols said 
“deserves a lot of credit” for es-

tablishing the emergency net-
work.

To receive company equip-
ment, Nichols said, clubs must 
have officers elected, bylaws 
adopted and a secure place to 
keep the equipment. 

Read more about the Ham 
history at Martin/Martin Marietta 
and the current activities at 
Lockheed Martin elsewhere in 
REALM News this month. 

Ham. Continued from page 1. 
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L'Attitude Adjustments, Inc. 2839 Spyglass Cove, Longwood, FL 32778. 407-
786-8755 or 1-877-411-4659. Registered with the state of Florida as a Seller of 
Travel, Registration No. ST-25274. 

Cat. J (large inside stateroom)—$3743.00 

Cat. D (ocean view stateroom)—$4123.00 

Cat. VD (deluxe verandah stateroom)—$4603.00 

Cat. SS (superior verandah stateroom)—$5603.00 

(Rates are per person, based on double occupancy.) 

Call for special promotional rates!!
Deposit:  $600 per person at time of booking 

Final Payment Due:  June 25, 2011 

Price Includes
Round trip air—Orlando (departures
from other major cities also available) 

12-night cruise, port charges, Gov-
ernment taxes and fees, air tax, and 
transfers

For more information or to sign 
up, contact:   

Shirley Jones, 407-859-3766 

Sept. 21-Oct. 3, 2011         Last Chance Cruise the Mediterranean 

Asheville
Holiday

Spectacular

November 30 – December 5, 2011 

$789.00 per person, double (single supplement $325)
Tour Includes: 
Motor coach transportation, baggage handling, 5 
nights’ accommodations, taxes and gratuities to hotels 
and for meals; 7 meals, services of a tour escort, and 
tours listed in the itinerary. 
Not included: 
Some meals, personal incidentals; and gratuities to 
driver, local guides and escort 
Deposit: $200 per person at time of booking 
Final Payment:  October 1, 2011.   
Cancellation Policy:   Full refund if 46 or more days 
prior to departure; no refund if 45 days or less prior to 
departure.
Trip cancellation insurance is available and recom-
mended.  Itinerary is subject to change as deemed nec-
essary by tour operator/attraction.

This will be a outstanding trip.  Full details will 
be included in next month’s REALM News.
For information, please contact:   
Joe Boler .......... 407-293-6549  or   
Mike Gezzar  ... 407-876-2907 

Day 1 
Morning departure; 
dinner and over-
night in Columbia, 
SC

Day 2 
Arrive Asheville; 
shopping, dinner at 
Biltmore followed 
by tour 

Day 3 
Glorious day at 
Biltmore Estates, 
including the  
winery

Day 4 
Guided tours,
including  
Biltmore Village 

Day 5 
Depart for
Savannah

Day 6 
Depart for home 
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By Ben Drexler 
As anticipated, May was a month of serious 

summer, but with no rain for the suffering gardens.  
The Bridge Group had four Fridays of playing, and 
with all the noteworthy dates for the players, we had 
goodies for each session.  On May 6, Norma and
Marvin Christianson outdid even their annual 
April Fool’s tray with another of Norma’s incredible 
variety of treats, all prepared by her, and I suspect 
that most, if not all, actually were originated by her.  
Again we had wild Alaskan cranberries and other 
berries gathered by her and Marvin in their Alaska 
travels in the mix with various nuts, fruits, and con-

Bridge 

fections.  Absolutely delicious, and in noting 
Marvin’s birthday.   

On May 13, Loretta and Robert Fiebrandt fur-
nished delightful home-made cookies to mark Loret-
ta’s birthday; on May 20, Arnold and Babs Green-
wood brought in a big load of Michigan Street Do-
nuts, éclairs, and crème puffs to note Babs’ birthday; 
and Sam Crigler, who had a birthday earlier in May, 
noted it May 27 with a bounteous donut and pastry 
collection.  We all thank our generous playing com-
panions. 

Top five scores for each session are tabulated 
below.

May Bridge Group  

May 2011 Highest Five Scores 

The bridge group welcomes all REALM members and spouses.  Play is each Friday except holidays at the Orlando 
Beardall Senior Center at Gore Street and Delaney Avenue near downtown Orlando.  Play is ten rounds of four contracts 
each, beginning at 9:30 a m.  Completion time is 2:30 to 2:45 p.m.  Cards, score pads, tallies, and regular and decaf coffee 
are furnished at no charge; players bring a lunchtime sandwich to eat while continuing the play.  

Often there are donuts or homemade treats.  If interested, call Loretta Fiebrandt at 407-894-6895 or Arnie or Babs
Greenwood at 407-857-3996 to reserve a seat or to get more information.  Players of all skill levels are welcome!   

The highest score for May was 
Bob Fiebrandt’s 8150 on May 
6.  Second was Lynn Vermilyea
with 7730 on May 20, third was 
Dean Cherry with 7210 on May 
27, fourth was Marilyn McFar-
lane on May 27 with 6900, and 
fifth were both Marv Christian-
son on May 20 and Rob Hinsey
on May 20 with 6700. 

Please note an error in the April 
report, wherein I neglected to 
give Lynette DiBerardino credit 
for the second highest monthly 
score with her 8660 on April 8. 

For the month of May, we had 
four, six, five, and four tables, 
respectively, for the four playing 
sessions.  Note that on May 6 we 
were one player short and han-
dled it as usual by using various 

fill-in players to bid the hand 
for the vacant place, then hav-
ing the dummy hand at the ta-
ble play for the vacant seat.  I 
must report that the “Missing 
no 1” player far outscored me 
and several other players, end-
ed up with the fourth highest 
score for the day.  Is there any 
hope when a missing player has 
double one’s score? 

May 6 May 13 May 20 May 27 

Dean Cherry 8150 Ed Barton 7010 Lynn Vermilyea 7730 Dean Cherry 7210 

Marv Christianson 6700 Mary Jansson 6530 Rob Hinsey 6700 Marilyn McFarlane 6900 

Sam Crigler 6300 Lynette DiBerardino 6520 Sam Crigler 6360 Sam Crigler 6660 

Missing 1 6100 Marv Christianson 5940 Arnie Greenwood 6310 Carol Bobrowski 6570 

Babs Greenwood 5350 Jim Logie 5750 Loretta Fiebrandt 6030 Lynette DiBerardino 6340 



   

  p g  

Mary Maroney, Mazie Wise, Rose Mary Muth, Betty Hay, 
Betty and Tom Cladianos, Sue and Dick Bonebreak 

Rose and Richard Reeves 

Trudy and Gerry Weiss Linda and Bill Rivera 

Ray Michel, REALM’s master performer; Dolores Indek; Ann 
Hartle and Andrea Lawrence, our coordinators and hostesses; and

Carolyn Kotar and Esther Roberts 

June Lunch Bunch at Highland Manor Apopka 

Anita Holly and Charlie
Edwards

Tom Barnes, Mary Readdy and Garth Meyers 

Olive Glynn, Kay Cotner, and Marilee Mohler 
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Alice and Joe Boler 
with Betty Binford 

Dot and Jim Bryant 

Gerry and Glenda Shoaf Joy and Blair Schlender 

Ray Michel leading a medley of 
tunes

George and Roberta Green 

Joe and Barbara Ripino 

Lou Ege 

Joanna Polk and Edna Branch 
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Jim Buchan and Lillian Long Ed and Shirley Jones Mike and Mary Gezzar 

Bill and Carol Petrie 

Lynn and David Hayworth 

Anne Hurlock-Kelly and
Ed Kelly 

Larry and Marlene Glaser 

Henry and Betty Hopkins Martha and Jim Goff 

June Lunch Bunch at Highland Manor Apopka 
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Erma and Bob Rawa Mimi Hanson and Henrietta Rudd Charley and Freda Brown 

Wanda Ahart and Peggy Hall Lynette and Tony Di Berardino 

Joe and Joan Mavrides, Marlene Noden 

Walt and June Wagner Ruth and Alan Courney 
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Ham radio, which started around 1900, intrigued 
my dad, who was born in 1897.  As a teen he got on 
the air with equipment all folks had at that point – a 
spark gap transmitter.   

My dad died when I was four, but I inherited his 
love for ham radio, and had my ham ticket by the 
time I was 13.  By that time, spark had long since 
fallen away (1923) and then was outlawed (1929).  
Vacuum tubes allowed for better signals, longer 
range, and more efficient operation of many trans-
mitters on the air at the same time.  But, spark rigs 
hurled “blue lightning” as they used to say, and tube 
transmitters just sat there and glowed a little. 

Then came transistors and all the “fun” was out 
of it.  

When I retired, I decided to build as authentic a 
1910 spark rig as I could.  I started it in 2007 and 
finished it in 2010.  All the parts are either period 
pieces or handmade to period processes and materi-
als.  It took over 1,000 hours.  The wood is all ma-
hogany—finished authentically with linseed oil and 
Johnson’s wax (urethane was not invented in 1910 
… and neither were Phillips head screws). 

The entire rig is built with slot-head brass wood 
screws, which are becoming very difficult to find.  
The schematic is the result of trial and error, as spark 
rigs evolved rapidly from Marconi in 1897 through 
the end in 1923.  No two were exactly alike and mine 
is unique as most were. Most were not museum qual-
ity – they were built to play around with and then 
move on to another hobby.  The key is an authentic 
spark key from 1915.  I have the catalog; it cost 
$4.95 then.  The knife switches are from the turn of 
the century – they are on slate bases and were used 

in the New York City IRT subway system to control 
platform lighting.  The output coil is an exact replica 
of the one used in “Old Betsy,” the most famous 
spark rig of all time.  “Old Betsy” is on display at the 
American Radio Relay League (ARRL) headquarters 
in Newington, CT. 

 “Blue Lightning,” as it has been come to be 
called, has been shown twice at the Dayton Hamven-
tion, which is the largest ham gathering in the world 
with 20,000+ in attendance.  It has also been shown 
at scores of local radios clubs and I have a presenta-
tion on the history of ham radio and the “good old 
days.”  Blue Lightning has a log and hundreds of 
folks have sent out their call sign on the key and 
signed the log. 

This is not as exciting as spark.  When the 
“digital conversion” happened, all the analog TV 
transmitters went off the air, and were replaced by 
new ones on new frequencies, sending digitized sig-
nals.  As a result, many dozens of high power TV 
transmitters were immediately obsolete.  Most are 
still sitting silent, bolted to the floor of transmitter 
buildings around the country.  Disposing of them 
costs about as much as their scrap value. 

WSB-TV here in Atlanta was on channel 2, right 
next to a popular ham band.  The folks at WSB could 
not sell their obsolete transmitter so they gave it to 
the hams in town.  It was comprised of 50, 1000-watt 
plug-in modules.  Everyone who showed up got one 
for free with the agreement they would not be resold.  
Several are now on the air. 

I got mine running about 3 weeks ago.  It takes a 
little engineering to get it converted and working – 

Blue Lightening strikes

Building an authentic 1910 spark gap  
transmitter 
By Hal Kennedy 
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but 30+ years at Martin Marietta/
Lockheed Martin still comes in 
very handy.  I need to tidy it up, 
but as a “bench queen” it works 
fine and I ran it for 24 hours 
straight this weekend in a major 
ham contest.  It was designed to 
run 24/7/365 for years, so ham 
service is no issue if you provide 
enough cooling.  Notice the fans.  
It puts out a very clean 1,000 
watts at 50 MHz – the envy of 
every kid in town … some 
grownups too! 
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Editor’s note:  The Orlan-
do Amateur Radio Club 
(OARC) club is a full service 
club and provides exams, 
events, informational topics at 
meetings, sponsors the area’s 
largest trade show, and sup-
ports nationwide events.   

Original members of the 
OARC were also members of 
the Martin Company Amateur 
Radio Club.  Today, current 
and retired Lockheed Martin 
employees are active members 
of the OARC.  Lockheed Mar-
tin engineer Hal Prosser, 
KK1B, coordinates the club’s 
testing for amateur radio li-
censes.

The Lockheed Martin Am-
ateur Radio Club is back in 
action at the Sand Lake Road 
Center.  It has installed a new 
FM radio repeater and is in 
full operation.

The Orlando Amateur Ra-
dio Club sponsors a trade 
show each February, renting 
the entire Central Florida fair-
grounds for three days. The 
trade show is the largest in the 
southeast with many clubs in 
the area supporting the event. 

On the fourth full week-
end in June (24-25), the club 
holds its annual radio field 
day which demonstrates the 
emergency responder segment 
of the hobby for 24 hours.
Guests are encouraged and 
may operate the radios. 

The first Wednesday of 
each month, we hold exam 
sessions for folks interested in 
taking the exam for their li-
censes. I run the sessions and 
am the contact person. 

Our monthly meetings are 
held the first Wednesday of 
each month (except December, 
when we have a holiday party 
instead) at 7:30 p.m. 

Guests are welcome to any 
OARC event. 

The club supports leading-
edge technologies including 
digital voice, Internet relaying, 
and other segments of the hob-
by.

Members’ interests include 
building and communicating 
with satellites, weather track-
ing, emergency operations, 
telegram style message han-
dling, direction finding, all 
modes of operation, and varied 
special techniques such as 
VHF UHF and SHF communi-
cations. 

We support liaison with 
county emergency manage-
ment officials and maintain a 
series of systems in support of 
these emergency communica-
tions, sharing tower space with 
Orange county and Seminole 
county commercial radio sys-
tems. 

While the OARC is the 
largest area club, many mem-
bers maintain membership in 

several of the other local area 
clubs which add additional 
flavor, social activities or spe-
cial interests to the mix. 

These other clubs are Lake 
Monroe Amateur Radio socie-
ty, Orange County Amateur 
radio emergency services, 
Seminole county ARES, Walt 
Disney World employees club, 
Lake County club, and more.

Orlando Ham radio has roots at Martin Co. 
By Hal Prosser, Lockheed Martin 

The Lockheed Martin Amateur 
Radio Association at the Sand 
Lake Road Center has its FM 
radio repeater located in at the 
top of the administration tower.  
A repeater is a radio system that 
retransmits radio signals from 
lower power source, creating 
wide-range communications.   
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If you have any medical or pension questions, or 
to report the death of a retiree or spouse, phone the 
Lockheed Martin Employee Service Center: 

Toll Free  .................................... 1-866-562-2363 
International Callers  .................. 1-201-242-4397 
Hearing Impaired  ...................... 1-800-833-8334 

Customer Representatives are available 8:00 
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST, Monday through Friday, ex-
cept on holidays. 

For a medical or pension question:  Phone 1-866
-562-2363 and press “1” or follow the phone direc-
tions to navigate to your area of interest. 

You will be asked to input a social security num-
ber, followed by the # sign and then your PIN 
(personal identification number), followed by a # 
sign.  Your PIN number is listed on the Annual En-
rollment Personal Benefits information sheet.  If you 
cannot supply your PIN, press 0 to talk to a Service 
Representative.  They will assist you further.   

To report a death:  Phone 1-866-562-2363 and 
press “3.” 

Your call will be transferred to a Customer Ser-
vice Representative.  You will then be connected to 
the Beneficiary Support Team.  They will assign you 
to a case worker who will handle all of your infor-
mation and questions. 

You will be asked to provide the social security 
number and date of death of the deceased and your 
relationship to the deceased.  They will give you 
further instructions.   

General information: 

You will be required to send a death certificate 
to:

Lockheed Martin Corporation Benefits Services 
Center 
P. O. Box 462  
Little Falls, New Jersey 07424-0462 

The Death Certificate sent to the Benefits Ser-
vices Center will not be returned to the family.  It 
will remain in the file of the deceased. 

Death certificates (with or without the cause of 
death listed) can be obtained through the funeral 
home making the final arrangements.  You will prob-
ably need to request several death certificates.  They 
are required for numerous aspects of settling a dece-
dent’s estate.  The funeral home will notify the So-
cial Security Administration of the death, but the 
family will need to contact Social Security about any 
continuing or additional benefits. 

In any correspondence sent to the Benefits Ser-
vices Center, make sure you reference the deceased’s 
social security number in the top right hand corner of 
the correspondence. 

Specific information needed for the person han-
dling the estate of the deceased: 

The name, address, phone number and social 
security number of the contact person.  

If there’s a surviving spouse, supply their name, 
address, phone number and social number and 
date of birth. 

The following two pages are also provided to help 
organize information.  During a crisis, it can be diffi-
cult to remember all the details.  By filling out the 
forms on the next pages and storing them safely, 
you’ll be able to communicate important information 
during an emergency.  Take it with you if you have 
to evacuate  for storms or other disasters. 

In addition, keep a list of medications and prescrip-
tion numbers. 

Choose one or more persons to be your point of con-
tact in an emergency — a relative or close friend.  
Make sure that person knows where to find your 
medical information. 

Keep this page and the following two pages. 

Keep this guide handy 
Lockheed Martin retiree medical, pen-
sion and death benefits information 
By Shirley Jones 



   

   Medical Contacts

Physician Name 

Physician Name 

Dentist Name 

Other

Other

Specialty
Name of  
Patient Office Phone 

Continued on Other Side 

      Lockheed Martin Service Desk 

Toll-free number:   1-866-562-2363 

If calling internationally:  1-201-242-4397 

Call the Lockheed Martin Service Desk 

for medical or pension questions
or to report the death of a spouse 

The Lockheed Martin Service Desk uses a telephone
keypad response system.  To begin, you must enter the 
social security number of the covered person (the  
retired employee) followed by a personal identification 
number (PIN).  If you do not know your PIN, you must 

Fill out this emergency checklist and 
keep it secure in a place where you 

can find it quickly!
Let your emergency contacts know 

 Our Basic Information

Name Date of Birth 

Name Date of Birth 

Address

Phone numbers (home, mobile)

 Emergency Contacts

Name 

Name 

Name 

Home Mobile Email address



   

 Insurance Information Member ID Group # Customer Service Phone 

Medical 

Dental 

Vision

Other

Other

Plan Type 

 Inventory of Assistive Devices

Name  Name 

Dentures:  Upper 
Dentures:  Lower 
Glasses 
Contact Lenses 
Prosthesis (type) 
Crutches or cane 
Walker
Wheelchair 
Other:

Yes No 
Dentures:  Upper 
Dentures:  Lower 
Glasses 
Contact Lenses 
Prosthesis (type) 
Crutches or cane 
Walker
Wheelchair 
Other:

Yes No 

Continued on Other Side 

Fill out this emergency checklist and keep it secure, in a place where you can find it quickly! 

  Advance Directives

Durable Power of Attorney 

Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) 

Living Will 

Healthcare Proxy/Surrogate 

Other

Location of Document Contact Person, Phone Number (i.e., Attor-Yes No 
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February 16, 2012
10-day Southern Caribbean Medley Round 
Trip from Ft. Lauderdale 
Start the New Year off with a relaxing 10-day  
Princess Caribbean adventure.  Join REALM's 
“Magnificent 8,” who initiated and booked this cruise 
with Karen Strain of L’Attitude Adjustments. If interest-

ed, contact Joe Boler (407-293-6549) or Karen Strain 
(407-786-8755). 

Hike through Aruba’s Arikok National Park, snorkel in 
the waters of Bonaire, visit one of Grenada’s famed spice 
farms and swim in Dominica’s hot springs before visits to 
beautiful St. Thomas 
and Princess' private 
island oasis, Princess 
Cays.

Emerald princess 

Embarkation port:  
Ft. Lauderdale 

Embarkation date: 
February 16, 2012 

Cruise Itinerary 

Day Port Arrival Departure

1 Ft. Lauderdale, Florida   5:00 p.m. 

2 At Sea 

3 At Sea 

4 Aruba   8:00 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

5 Bonaire   7:00 a.m.   2:00 p.m. 

6 Grenada 12:00 p.m.   7:00 p.m. 

7 Dominica   7:00 a.m.   4:00 p.m. 

8 St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands   8:00 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 

9 At Sea 

10 Princess Cays, Bahamas   9:00 a.m. 4:00 a.m. 

11 Ft. Lauderdale, Florida    7:00 a.m. 

And who, you ask, are the “Magnificent 8”?  They would be the eight REALMers who made the 
South American “Shaky Quaky” cruise.  They have booked this cruise and want REALM members 
to know it is available to them as well.   
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contact Joe Boler.  According to 
those who have hosted one, there 
isn’t a lot of work involved, es-
pecially when tasks are shared by 
a small team or “a couple of cou-
ples.”  At our next Lunch Bunch, 
your Board will have permanent 
name tags made so you can more 
easily recall each other’s names. 

Ben Drexler and Alan 
Courney are heading up a com-
mittee to evaluate why some of 
our prior active members have 
not renewed their membership.  
Board members will be calling 
several former members to get 
their personal input and deter-
mine if there is something our 
organization needs to do.  Please 
contact Ben or Alan or any board 
member if you have any inputs 
or comments. 

The Russell Home for Atypi-
cal Children got approval for 
their new building.  However, 
finalizing the plans and starting 
construction may take several 
months.  During the construction 
phase, there will likely be some 
projects the Home might want us 
to consider undertaking.  Stay 
tuned for the call for help. 

Shirley Jones and Bob 
Wood have been heading up a 
task force to provide members 

critical information that they will 
need in times of emergency.  
Thanks to their efforts, the re-
sults are included this month.  If 
you have further suggestions, 
please contact them. 

Gerry Shoaf has been col-
lecting company memorabilia 
and solicits your inputs on what 
you might like to donate to 
REALM and how to best use 
your donation.  Fred Curtis and
Garth Meyers are studying fea-
sibility and cost to develop a per-
manent Lockheed Martin Herit-
age at the Orlando Science Cen-
ter.  If you have any comments, 
please contact them. 

In closing, we don’t have an 
executive board meeting in July 
and I continue to encourage you 
to get more active in your club 
activities.  It won’t be long be-
fore our Annual Meeting in Oc-
tober that I hope you attend (this 

year’s meeting is at Lockheed 
Martin’s Sand Lake Road center 
and more details will be provid-
ed in upcoming REALM News).
In addition, our election of offic-
ers takes place in a few months 
and we’ll be contacting some of 
you to ask that you run for of-
fice.  You can have a lot of fun! 

As Richard Flint once said, 
“Life is about living!  It is about 
family, relationships, having 
time for yourself and others.  It 
is about peace, joy, and the feel-
ing of being free to live, rather 
than becoming a slave to the 
world definition of success.  If 
you have all the things and miss 
the real meaning of life, are you 
really successful?” 

President. Continued from page 1. 

Annie Jones 
Gerbert E  McQuaig 
Dennis McKeever 

Neal Mumbert 
Timothy Randel 
Paul Simon 

Welcome new 
members!
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Climbing over the high 
bay and “riding” the 
Disney trains 

Gerry Shoaf’s query regard-
ing Balcony B brought back 
some unusual recollections that I 
should probably keep secret .. 
But here goes.  When I began 
working at Martin Marietta, I 
was a kid with a typical kid’s bad 
judgment.  Those of you who 
knew me back then can confirm 
that I didn’t always make the 
best decisions. 

Some of 
the antics I 
enjoyed with 
coworkers
(none of 
whom stuck 
with the 
company as 
long as I did) 
included late 
night tours 
of areas like 
the General 
Services
Building.
Some adven-
tures were 
closer to my 
work area on Balcony D. 

I worked in the Presentations 
group that produced proposals 
and that meant we worked long, 
long hours.  During one particu-
lar coffee break, we discovered a 

small opening that led to an area 
that overlooked the huge high 
bay area below.  So what do a 
couple of twenty-year-olds do?  
We climbed out on the rafters 
and looked down on the big bay.  
It was quite a drop from our 
perch above the machinery.  For-
tunately, unlike what probably 
would have happened if John
Cudd had been there, we didn’t 
get caught and more importantly, 
we didn’t plummet to our deaths.  
What a mess that would have 
been for the first-shift folks. And 
I have no doubt that had we got-

ten caught, we would have been 
walked out then and there. 

One of my favorite discover-
ies was seeing the new monorail 
trains being built for the soon-to-
be-opened Walt Disney World. 

As I climbed aboard the or-
ange train, I couldn’t wait to ride 
the monorail once it went into 
operation at Disney. 

To this day when I see a Dis-
ney train I recall fondly that oth-
er than the folks who put them 
together, I was probably the first 
“passenger” on one or two of the 

originals.

Going Places 
By Andrea Lawrence 

Mark IV monorail riding past Mark IV monorail riding past 
the Contemporary being builtthe Contemporary being built  .  .  
 ns ed t s t ai  lat  one I inspected this train late one 

 ef  it was deli er d t  night before it was delivered to 
Disney.Disney.  
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Lockheed Martin keeps 
top spot for 17th year 

Lockheed Martin Corp.’s 
strategy in a tough and uncertain 
federal budget environment is 
simple: stay focused on business 
objectives and let the budget take 
care of itself.  “We’re not as fo-
cused on the specific budget,” 
said Linda Gooden, executive 
vice president of the company’s 
Information Systems and Global 
Solutions business area. “We try 
to keep the entire team energized 
and focused on the efficient de-
livery of information technology 
services” to government custom-
ers.

And if federal agencies can 
slash costs through efficiencies 
achieved by IT, they can perhaps 
mollify cut-minded legislators 
and help improve the budget out-
look — so goes the reasoning in 
the executive offices at Lockheed 
Martin.  “We believe IT will 
drive efficiency and effectiveness 
into the delivery of government 
services and eventually help deal 
with some of the budget issues,” 
Gooden said. 

In the past year, the company 
has made important strides on a 
two-dimensional business front, 
Gooden said. First, it fulfilled its 
commitments to customers 
through its performance on cur-
rent contracts, including meeting 
technical, schedule and cost 
goals. “That’s probably even 
more important today as we think 
about the deficits and budget is-
sues,” she said. 

Second, the company has 
expanded its footprint with major 
contract wins, Gooden said. At 
the top of the list is a 10-year 
contract with a potential value of 
$5 billion for wide-ranging logis-

Thanks to You … Lockheed Martin News 
tics support to Special Opera-
tions Forces worldwide. Under 
the contract, Lockheed Martin 
will supply critical services, in-
cluding aircraft and vehicle 
maintenance and IT and electron-
ics support. 

Also on the domestic side, 
the com-
pany 
captured
a six-
year,
$200
million 
Social
Security 
Administration award to serve as 
prime contractor on a program to 
streamline SSA’s Disability Case 
Processing System. The compa-
ny also won the right to compete 
for task orders under a new Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention contract to expand IT 
services to CDC and its affiliated 
agencies. It’s a contract worth as 
much as $5 billion over 10 years. 

And in the international mar-
ket, Lockheed Martin won con-
tracts to build an airborne sur-
veillance system for the Finnish 
Air Force and furnish computing 
hardware, services and support to 
the Australian Taxation Office. 

But what stands out most 
conspicuously among recent con-
tract wins is a program in the 
cybersecurity area that Gooden 
can’t talk much about because 
it’s classified. “It’s a mission-
critical cyber program that does a 
lot of data analytics, and that’s 
about all we can say about it,” 
she said. “But it’s pretty exciting 
because the cyber area 
[represents] a new frontier." 

Still, the super-secret cyber-
security contract doesn’t neces-
sarily signal a new growth tan-

gent for Lockheed Martin’s IT 
business, Gooden said. “Cyber is 
really a thread through every-
thing we do,” she said. “We can’t 
do anything in this arena today 
without thinking about cyber, 
without making sure our systems 
are secure. I don’t see it so much 
as a growth driver for the busi-

ness but a necessary element to 
support the business.” 

Looking ahead, company 
officials plan to concentrate sin-
gle-mindedly on helping their 
customer agencies meet their 
missions through IT, taking ad-
vantage of technologies such as 
cloud computing and virtualiza-
tion and “being mindful of the 
need to drive affordability into 
our solutions,” Gooden said. 

Despite the government’s 
huge budget deficits and the po-
tential for earthshaking cuts in 
spending, Lockheed Martin offi-
cials see the need for technology 
as a constant as agencies face 
mounting pressures to carry out 
their missions more efficiently 
and effectively. 

“We operate in a market that 
continues to increase in im-
portance to our government cus-
tomers,” she said. “Information 
technology holds the potential to 
address all of their continuing 
needs, whether it’s increase in 
services, faster delivery or more 
affordability.” 

From Washington Technology 
http://www.washingtontechnology.com/
June 2011. 

For the 17th straight year, Lockheed 
Martin is ranked No. 1 on Washington 
Technology’s Top 100 list, with  
$17.3 billion in prime contracts. 
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Where Are They Now? 
By Ann Hartle 

Who didn't know, and love, 
Charles Haugabrooks, the tall 
guy with the melodious voice 
reminiscent of Nat King Cole, 
Johnny Mathis and Frank Sina-
tra, all rolled into one beautiful 
voice!

On May 30, as in many 
past years, Charles was the fea-
tured vocalist at the Memorial 
Day Service at Glen Haven 
Memorial Park.  He thrilled the 
audience
with singing 
the National 
Anthem, 
“Battle 
Hymn of the 
Republic,”
“God Bless 
the USA,” 
“God Bless 
America” 
and three oth-
er patriotic 
songs.  I was 
hoping to be 
able to inter-
view him 
after the pro-
gram, but he 
was sur-

rounded by autograph seekers 
and fans who wanted to have 
their pictures taken with him.  
(I did manage to take a couple 
of pictures in spite of the cha-
os!)

After 27 years at Lockheed 
Martin, Charles retired in 2000.
He is living a busy life with his 
wife Minerva, daughter Esther, 
and son Ezra.  He has promised 
to send a summary of their  

Charles Haugabrooks 
Orlando, Florida 

activities to REALM News as
soon as he has time—
hopefully, in time for next 
month's newsletter.  

We'll all look forward to 
hearing about his LAM (Life 
After Martin!)  
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