
    

The NBA is over and con-
trary to popular belief, the Dal-
las Mavericks beat the Miami 
Heat, and we now get to rest for 
awhile from major league sports 
playoff for a couple of months.  
Maybe next year the Orlando 

Magic
will do 
better.

With the 
effort of 
Anne
Hurlock
-Kelly
and
Lynn
Hay-

worth and their husbands Ed
and Dave, we had another su-
perb Lunch Bunch June 21 at the 
Mission Inn with approximately 
140 people attending—I think 
this may be the largest crowd 
we’ve ever had at a Lunch 
Bunch.  We are taking a break 
July and August and will enjoy 
our next lunch at the famous 
Catfish Place in St. Cloud.  This 
one is being coordinated by Bob
Wood and Joe Boler.  The 
Lunch Bunch is a great event 
and a great opportunity to renew 
old acquaintances and strike up 
new friendships with other retir-
ees.  As you know, we are con-
tinually looking for volunteers, 
and if you want to coordinate a 
Lunch Bunch contact Joe Boler.  
From those who have coordinat-
ed this activity there is not an 
exceptional amount of work in-
volved, especially if the tasks 
are shared by a small team or 
couple of couples. 

From the president 
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President. Continued on page 9. 

Retired Employees Association 
of Lockheed Martin 
of Central Florida 

On August 1, Denise Saiki 
will take the helm at Lockheed 
Martin Global Training and Lo-
gistics (GTL) from Dale Ben-
nett, who moves to another high-
level position leading Lockheed 
Martin Mission Systems and 
Sensors (MS2), headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. 

Lockheed Martin GTL is a 
10,000-person, worldwide oper-
ation with its headquarters in 
Orlando.  GTL president Dale 
Bennett has been a strong sup-
porter of REALM during his 
time in Orlando and has hosted 
two REALM annual meetings 
during his time here.  He will 
hand over the leadership of the 
operation to Denise, who moves 
from the Lockheed Martin MS2 
Undersea Systems operation in 

Harold Cates,  
REALM president 

Manassas, Va., where she was 
vice president and general man-
ager.

Dale moves to the Washing-
ton, D.C. area to head up the 
15,000-person MS2 operation 
that has more than 500 pro-
grams providing a variety of 
technology solutions in the land, 
sea, undersea, air, and near-
space domains, including com-
plex systems integration and 
sustainment and advanced tech-
nology sensor products.  Some 
of its more famous products in-
clude the U. S. Navy’s Aegis 
weapon system, 
the Vertical 
Launching System, 
the Littoral Com-
bat Ship and towed 
arrays; and the 
U.S. Coast 
Guard’s Deep-
water moderniza-
tion program. 

Denise has been with Lock-
heed Martin for more than 21 
years and has wide-ranging ex-
perience leading a diverse port-
folio of systems, services and 
logistics support for customers 
including the U.S. Air Force and 
Navy, as well as international 
militaries. 

Denise received her bache-
lor’s degree in electrical engi-
neering from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. 
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Welcome Denise Saiki 

New leadership at 
Lockheed Martin GTL 
By Andrea Lawrence 
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Coming Events Blood Bank 

Thank you Blood Donors! 
Dave Carls (Double red cells)  

Betty Hay 
Jean Mathena 
Jim Mathena 

Irene Rauscher 
Betty Winslow 

We extend thanks for all the donations; we really 
appreciate you taking your time to go donate.  The 
life you save may be your own.  When you donate, 
please send an e-mail note to Sylvia Williamson at 
msbearW@aol.com.

Travel and Events 
By Joe Boler 

1. Sept. 13, 2011 –Lunch Bunch at The Catfish Place 
in St. Cloud, Florida, is being hosted by Bob and 
Dot Wood.  We will be ordering from the exten-
sive menu.  Details are included elsewhere in 
REALM News. For other information call Bob 
Wood at 407-855-2891 or Joe Boler at 407-293-
6549. 

2. Sept. 21 – Oct. 3, 2011 – Holland America’s 
Nieuw Amsterdam’s Mediterranean Romance 
Cruise. Contact Shirley Jones or Karen Strain at 
L’Attitude Adjustments, Inc. for information. 

3. Nov. 30 – Dec. 5, 2011 – Asheville, North Caroli-
na, Holiday Spectacular. This 6-day trip includes 
tours of the Biltmore Estate, which is decked-out 
in beautiful Christmas finery. Also included are a 
stop in Columbia, S.C. on the way to Asheville 
and a stop in Savannah, Ga. on the way home. For 
information call Mike Gezzar at 407-876-2907 or 
Joe Boler at 407-293-6549. 

4. February 16, 2012 – Ten-day Southern Caribbean 
Medley round trip from Ft. Lauderdale.

Joe and Alice Boler 
(407)293-6549 

Bill and Helen Bowden 
(407)277-5599 

Mike and Mary Gezzar 
(407)876-2907 

Dave and Marci Long
(407)894-8454 

Rita Vanatta 
(407)654-2816 

Travel Committee Members

Lockheed Martin  
Blood Bank Group Number:

M6W

By Sylvia Williamson September 13 ........... Lunch Bunch at The Catfish 
Place, St. Cloud 

September 21 ........... Set sail in the Mediterranean 
September ................ Election of officers 
October .................... REALM Annual Meeting at 

Lockheed Martin Sand Lake 
Road Center 

December 30 ........... Asheville, NC, trip 
February 16, 2012 ... 10-day Southern Caribbean 

Medley Round Trip from Ft. 
Lauderdale

Joe Boler is looking for volunteers to coordinate 
Lunch Bunch. As the recent coordinators can tell 
you, it isn’t difficult and with two or three people 
sharing the duties, it is an enjoyable volunteer ac-
tivity much appreciated by the members.  To find 
out more, contact Joe. 

When planning any trip, consider purchasing travel 
insurance in case of unforeseen circumstances such 
as bad weather. 
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Care and Concern 
Lawrence Leitson’s wife, Thelma ......... May 15 
David Hughes ......................................... May 20 
Hershel Lowery ...................................... May 27 
Paul Brennan’s wife, Therese (Terry) .. June 16 
William (Bill) Seadler ............................ June 17 
Carolyn White ........................................ June 17 
Dennis Ray Smith .................................. June 19 
Paul Nolin ............................................... June 21 
Peter Jamison ......................................... June 24 
Vivian Crews .......................................... June 29 

In Memoriam 

Ken Meyers had a very un-
fortunate accident June 16.  He 
was run over by a car while 
walking in a crosswalk at a su-
permarket in Mt. Dora, resulting 
in four emergency surgeries on 
his leg at ORMC and MD An-
derson.  He is now in rehab at 
The Edgewater at Waterman Vil-
lage in Mt. Dora, where he’ll be 
for four to six weeks before re-
turning to the hospital for evalu-
ation. His wife, Betty, asks that 
we keep Ken in our thoughts and 
prayers for what she says will be 
a long haul with extensive physi-
cal therapy until his full recov-
ery. 

Don Parsons (proud grand-
father of Chandler Parsons, out-
standing local basketball player) 
has endured nine months of 
physical challenges.  Originally 
he went into the hospital for a 
knee replacement; however, it 
was discovered he had a serious 
infection problem that postponed 
the surgery.  Surgery finally took 
place after weeks of IVs and an-
tibiotics, and Don is now at Re-
gents Park in Winter Park. He is 
looking forward to returning to 
his home in a couple of weeks.  
We all wish him the best of luck 
on his road to recovery.     

Since January, Buzz 
Showalter has been receiving 
injections every three weeks at 
the Chemo Salon at Florida Hos-
pital.  So far, his experience in 
this new venture has been a 
pleasant one and he urges all you 
gentlemen to have a painless 
PSA test performed regularly.

By Ann Hartle 

Contact Ann Hartle by email, 
phone, or snail mail to keep eve-
ryone informed about what’s 
happening in your life.   
Ann Hartle: 
annhartle@earthlink.net
407-862-8282 
167 Durham Pl 
Longwood, FL 32779-7100 

Care.  Continued on page 5. 
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His wonderful wife, Etta, re-
cently fell and has a few staples 
in her head but is recovering 
nicely.  Buzz will be 93 years 
young in November and he’s 
planning on being around for a 
long time!  

Wilda Daniel, a long-time 
member of REALM, called to 
say she is alive and well and has 
moved to Indiana to be close to 
family members.  She has a 
problem with her eyesight, so 
she’s unable to communicate on 
her computer.  Wilda said she 
would love to hear from her 
friends and former co-workers.  
Her address is 3 Wind Ridge 
Street, Anderson, Indiana 46011-
1228 and her telephone number 
is 765-642-2203.   

In the February issue of the 
REALM News, it was reported 
that Benny Abbott would be 
undergoing radiation treatments 
for cancer in his brain and will 
continue to have check-ups eve-
ry three months.  In the mean-
time, he and his wife, Etta, are 
looking forward to attending 
their annual family reunion in 
Kane, Illinois.  They would ap-
preciate our continuing prayers 
during this difficult time.   

Following up on Butch
Ramsey:  As mentioned in the 
June issue of REALM News, he 
is undergoing a procedure to 
treat tumors on his liver.  On 
July 2, he returned home after 
the second part of the procedure 
and seems to be recovering well, 
although a little weak.  His doc-
tors will wait about a month be-
fore ordering another CT scan to 
determine if the tumors are 
shrinking.  He, too, would appre-

ciate our prayers during this 
time.

Also in last month’s REALM
News, Tom Bayston reported 
that his wife, Marie, underwent 
back surgery May 4.  She is now 
recuperating at home again after 
her second visit to the hospital 
for a follow-up procedure.  The 
incision from the first operation 
failed to heal properly so she had 
to endure a lumbar revision, a 
reopening of the original inci-
sion, trimming it, and re-
stitching.  Her recovery seems to 
be proceeding normally.    

As mentioned in the July 
2010 issue of REALM News,
Fred Cloutier suffered a brain 
hemorrhage on June 22 and spent 
some time at ORMR.  His wife, 
Jaunita, called to say that on 
May 31, Fred returned home af-
ter spending eleven months at the 
Countryside Nursing Home in 
Pinellas County.  He is doing 
much better now, due to Jaun-
ita’s expert care.  Unfortunately, 
she is undergoing chemo treat-
ments for cancer, and would ap-
preciate our thoughts and prayers 
for both of them at this difficult 
time.  They would love to re-
ceive telephone calls from their 
many friends and former co-
workers.  Call them at 407-851-
4201.  

In October 2009, Sandy 
Powers Waters reported that her 
husband, Earl, had health prob-
lems that required time spent at 
the Health Center of Winder-
mere.  Since then, he has recov-
ered nicely at home with Sandy’s 
TLC and help from outside care-
givers.  Sandy says, “If Earl is 
not sick and not in the hospital, 

we are having a good day!”  Un-
fortunately, she is having prob-
lems with kidney stones and re-
cently had a lithotripsy on her 
right side that resulted in a pain-
ful post-op.   Her doctors want to 
wait a while before having two 
stones on her left side “blasted.”  
She is hoping that will be the last 
of what she calls her “little rock 
piles.” We will continue to keep 
Sandy and Earl in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

Harvey Titen wants every-
one to know that he and his wife, 
Gloria, will be celebrating their 
63rd wedding anniversary in No-
vember and that they have found 
a little bit of Heaven on earth 
since moving to the Village on 
the Green in Longwood!  Harvey 
says Gloria no longer has to 
worry about cooking, cleaning, 
or having the lawn mowed 
which, of course, leaves more 
time for her favorite pastime – 
shopping!  We hope they enjoy 
many more years of happiness 
together. 

Care. Continued from page 4. 
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BENNY and ETTA ABBOTT their 
52nd married 8 30 1959 in KANE 
IL 

GENE and EMILY ALLARD their 
59th married 8 9 1952 in  
LAKELAND FL 

MAX and LINDA AMON their 
37th married 8 23 1974 in  
WASTBURY NY 

WILLIAM and BARBARA  
ANDERSON their 59th married  
8 30 1952 in HAVERTOWN PA 

JERRY and MARY BAKER their 
45th married 8 27 1966 in  
WASHINGTON IN 

ALAN and JULIETTE BARTON 
their 54th married 8 24 1957 in 
SOMERSWORTH NH 

GEORGE and KAREN BAZINET 
their 33rd married 8 1 1978 in  
ORLANDO FL 

JOHN and SALLIE BELPERCHE 
their 38th married 8 29 1973 in 
GREENSBORO NC 

RICHARD and SUE BONEBREAK 
their 54th married 8 8 1957 in  
ORLANDO FL 

JOHN and LOU ANN BORER their 
57th married 8 28 1954 in LEIPSIC 
OH 

GEORGE and CHARLENE 
BRADY their 58th married  
8 1 1953 in BALTIMORE MD 

ALWOOD and BETTY BROWN 
their 64th married 8 30 1947 in  
ST. PAUL MN 

RICHARD and KAY BRUNING 
their 45th married 8 6 1966 in 
EARLHAM IO 

HAROLD and SUE CATES their 
20th married 8 24 1991 in  
KEY WEST FL 

JOHN and DIANA CIESKO their 
23rd married 8 3 1988 in  
BALTIMORE MD 

THOMAS and PAULINE CLARK 
their 49th married 8 31 1962 in  
KISSIMMEE FL 

FRED and JAUNITA CLOUTIER 
their 36th married 8 9 1975 

JAMES and SYLVIA CONNELL 
their 53rd married 8 23 1958 in 
PERRY GA 

DOMINGO and MORAIMA  
CORRAL their 62nd married  
8 21 1949 in TAMPA FL 

JACK and MARIE DART their 58th 
married 8 15 1953 in EPHRATA PA 

ALBERTO and HELEN DE PAIVA 
their 60th married 8 26 1951 in  
COHOES NJ 

EDNA and DICK DREPS their 66th 
married 8 2 1945 in WOODBINE 
GA 

ROSS and TERESA DUTTON their 
12th married 8 11 1999 in ORLAN-
DO FL 

WALLACE and VERNELL  
ERDMAN their 69th married  
8 1 1942 in BALTIMORE MD 

LOIS and FRANK FALCO their 8th 
married 8 9 2003 in KANSAS CITY 
MO 

DAVID and DOT FORET their 48th 
married 8 24 1963 in BUNKIE LA 

ROGER and BEVERLY FOX their 
2nd married 8 7 2009 in  
TRAVERSE CITY MI 

EARL and JUANITA GIVENS 
their 61st married 8 31 1950 in 
RUSHVILLE IN 

JAMES and CAROLYN HARRIS 
their 36th married 8 15 1975 in  
ORLANDO FL 

FRED and DORIS HARVEY their 
57th married 8 20 1954 in  
BURLINGTON NC 

DAVID and LYNN HAYWORTH 
their 37th married 8 29 1974 in  
ORLANDO FL 

DONALD and PHYLLIS  
HICKMAN their 57th married  
8 21 1954 in LEEDS AL 

THOMAS and ROSALIND HOL-
LAND their 51st married 8 5 1960 
in ATLANTA GA 

ANNE and EDWARD KELLY 
their 15th married 8 31 1996 in 
WINDERMERE FL 

GREGORY and GLORIA  
KEETHLER their 40th married  
8 12 1971 in EL PASO TX 

RAY and ROBERTA KERKHOFF 
their 56th married 8 6 1955 in  
COVINGTON KY 

ROBERT and EDNA KING their 
36th married 8 16 1975 in  
ORLANDO FL 

DANIEL and DEBORAH LACH-
MILLER their 45th married 8 23 
1966 in TOLEDO OH 

LORENE and TENNYSON LEGG 
their 57th married 8 6 1954 in NI-
TRO WV 

ROBERT and JO ANN LEWIS 
their 55th married 8 24 1956 in 
KNOXVILLE TN 

July Anniversaries 
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JOSEPH and MARIA LUNG their 
16th married 8 16 1995 in  
PEREIRA COLOMBIA 

STEVE and REBECCA  
MARCEREAU their 46th married  
8 26 1965 in SILAS AL 

JOSEPH and KATIE MARLEY 
their 31st married 8 15 1980 in 
WILMINGTON NC 

JOSEPH and GLADYS MASSETT 
their 53rd married 8 30 1958 in 
MARION JUNCTION AL 

BARRY and DEBORAH MAT-
TOX their 38th married 8 18 1973 
in ST PETERSBURG FL 

ROBERT and MARIE MICHAEL 
their 57th married 8 2 1954 in AL-
EXANDRIA VA 

PETER and SHEILA MILLER their 
30th married 8 22 1981 in PALM 
BEACH FL 

HELENE and KENNETH MILLS 
their 45th married 8 20 1966 in 
MANCHESTER NH 

MARTHA and WILLIAM  
NICHOLAS their 53rd married  
8 29 1958 in ORLANDO FL 

CHARLES and MARY JANE 
NOPPINGER their 65th married  
8 10 1946 in BALTIMORE MD 

TONY and KAREN O'BRIEN their 
41st married 8 29 1970 in  
FOND DU LAC WI 

ARCHIE and MYRNA OSSIN their 
43rd married 8 11 1968 in  
BEL AIRE CA 

ROBERT and PAULINE PELLE-
TIER their 46th married 8 19 1965 
in ORLANDO FL 

July Anniversaries 
EDGAR and DENISE PLYLER 
their 24th married 8 20 1987 in 
FRUITLAND PARK FL 

SONNY and JUDY POWER their 
37th married 8 17 1974 in  
VALDOSTA GA 

BILL and STRAUCIE RECKER 
their 51st married 8 21 1960 in 
DENVER CO 

EDGAR and RHODA RIES their 
56th married 8 5 1955 in  
BALTIMORE MD 

ROBERT and ROSE RINCK their 
56th married 8 8 1955 in ELKTON 
MD 

EDWARD and MARION  
RUSSELL their 49th married  
8 25 1962 in WINTER PARK FL 

JOHN and JEAN RYKACZEWSKI 
their 59th married 8 30 1952 in 
QUEENS NY 

GEORGE and GAIL SAMMET JR 
their 29th married 8 14 1982 

BUZZ and ETTA SHOWALTER 
their 68th married 8 22 1943 in 
BALTIMORE MD 

LOIS and RICHARD SINK their 
63rd married 8 8 1948 in  
ZANESVILLE ID 

NORMAN and CLARA SMITH 
their 64th married 8 29 1947 in  
ROSWELL GA 

DENNIS and PATTI SMITH their 
39th married 8 19 1972 in LAUREL 
MS

LESTER and CHRISTIANE 
SNYDER their 59th married 8 30 
1952 in FORT DEVENS MA 

TONI and BEATRICE STIMMEL 
their 55th married 8 18 1956 in 
BAY ST LOUIS MS 

JOSEPH and ALICE STOKES their 
32nd married 8 25 1979 in  
WINTER PARK FL 

ANDREW and MONICA  
STRENECKY their 56th married  
8 6 1955 in SCRANTON PA 

WALTER and MARY TRIPPE 
their 55th married 8 25 1956 in 
TUSCALOOSA AL 

JACK and MARYLOU TWIGG 
their 51st married 8 7 1960 in 
LAWRENCE MA 

WILLIAM and RETHA  
UNDERWOOD their 63rd married 
8 14 1948 in CHILLIOCTHE OH 

GERALD and GAIL VANSCOTER 
their 55th married 8 24 1956 in  
ORLANDO FL 

LYNN and CARMINE  
VERMILYEA their 7th married  
8 21 2004 in ORLANDO FL 

SANDRA and EARL WATERS 
their 29th married 8 28 1982 in 
SATELLITE BEACH FL 

CHARLES and FRANCES 
WAUGH their 51st married  
8 5 1960 in FERRUM VA 

FRANK and CHARLENE  
WEBSTER their 15th married  
8 1 1996 

JAMES and JOYCE WHITE their 
35th married 8 0 1976 in MIAMI 
FL 

If your anniversary information is incorrect, please contact Ed Jones at cjones21@cfl.rr.com or  
407-859-3766. 
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Last month, Gerry Shoaf, re-
tired Facilities planning manag-
er, challenged us to figure out 
the location of the mysterious 
Balcony B.  Gerry wrote,  

“Many of our longer-term re-
tirees will recall that at Sand Lake 
Road, the original main building, 
called the Main Plant, had only a 
partial second floor.  It contained 
offices, cafeteria, kitchen, and 
computer center.  The majority of 
the area was high bay and accom-
modated the height needs of the 
machine shop and overhead han-
dling for other manufacturing ac-
tivities. 

“The award of major new con-
tracts in the early 1960s ... gener-
ated an office population explo-
sion that confronted management 
with the problem of providing 

new office space quickly.  A ma-
jor element of the solution was to 
add office balconies in the Main 
Plant. 

“Well, like many good inten-
tions, most of those ‘temporary’ 
balconies never came down and 
remain to this day ... 

“However, Balcony B was the 
ONLY one that was disassembled 
to restore high bay space.” 

Gerry’s challenge was an-
swered quickly by Kermit Gay, 
who recalls, “I have not 
thought about Balcony B in the 
last 50 years! Thanks for the 
reminder!” 

He says, “It must be a corner of 
what your layout shows as Bal-
cony E,” which was added 

much later.  Kermit thinks that 
in about 1960 Balcony B was a 
very small space, just an office 
and small meeting room.  “It 
was just to the west of what 
was the original Finishing and 
Bonding Area that was on the 
floor level more or less.  If I am 
not mistaken it was mostly the 
office of the Bullpup Manufac-
turing Manager (Soc Gailey 
before Vernon Carre).”  Ker-
mit was in Manufacturing Bull-
pup Administration.  “That 
group was soon to become In-
dustrial Engineering and we 
would all serve our time on 
Balcony E.”

Found!  The Missing Balcony  

“Balcony B uncovered—under Balcony E!” 

Could this corner of
Balcony E have been the 
space originally occu-
pied by Balcony B?
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Ben Drexler and Alan 
Courney are leading a commit-
tee that is evaluating why some 
of our prior active members have 
not renewed their memberships.  
Their committee members are 
calling former members to get 
their input and determine if there 
is something our organization 
needs to do to improve its service 
to all members. 

With Gerry Shoaf’s leader-
ship, we are collecting company 
memorabilia.  Contact Gerry to 
donate and give him suggestions 
as to how to best use your dona-
tion. Fred Curtis and Garth 
Meyers will be making a report 
at the August Board Meeting on 
the feasibility and cost to design 
a permanent Lockheed Martin 
Heritage at the Orlando Science 
Center.  If you have any com-
ments, please contact them. 

We didn’t have a board 
meeting in July and will start 
again in August.  I continue to 
encourage you to get more active 
in your club and provide your 
ideas and inputs to any board 
member shown on page 2, so 
they can present it at our next 
board meeting.  Joe Boler is 
heading up our Nominating 
Committee and would like to get 
your help in providing names 
that might be interested in being 
on the executive committee and 
running for election this year. 

Don’t forget to add our Octo-
ber Annual Meeting to your cal-
endar.  More details will be giv-
en on our next newsletter.  

A good friend of mine shared 
the following with me about be-
ing like a pencil: 

Everything you do will always 
leave a mark. 

You can always correct the mis-
takes you make. 

What is important is what is inside 
of you. 

In life, you will undergo painful 
sharpening, which will only make 
you better. 

To be the best pencil, you must 
allow yourself to be held and 
guided by the hand that holds you. 

We all need to be constantly 
sharpened.  Each one of us is a 
special person with unique God-
given talents and abilities, and 
only you can fulfill the purpose 
which you were born to accom-
plish.  Never allow yourself to 
get discouraged and think that 
your life is insignificant and can-
not be changed.  Just like the 
pencil, always remember that the 
most important part of who you 
are is what is inside of you and 
then allow yourself to be guided 
by the hand of God. 

President. Continued from page 1. 
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Asheville
Holiday

Spectacular

N mber 30 November 30 –– Dec r 5, 1December 5, 2011

$789.00 per person, double (single supplement $325)
Tour Includes: 
Motor coach transportation, baggage handling, 5 
nights’ accommodations, taxes and gratuities to hotels 
and for meals; 7 meals, services of a tour escort, and 
tours listed in the itinerary. 
Not included: 
Some meals, personal incidentals; and gratuities to 
driver, local guides and escort 
Deposit: $200 per person at time of booking 
Final Payment:  October 1, 2011.   
Cancellation Policy:   Full refund if 46 or more days 
prior to departure; no refund if 45 days or less prior to 
departure.
Trip cancellation insurance is available and recom-
mended.  Itinerary is subject to change as deemed nec-
essary by tour operator/attraction.

To participate in this outstanding trip, contact: 

For information, please contact:   
Joe Boler ......... 407-293-6549  or   
Mike Gezzar  ... 407-876-2907 

yDay 1
November 30 
Early morning depar-
ture, traveling north. 

Today’s journey 
takes us to historic 
Columbia, S.C., 
where we’ll enjoy a 
leisurely dinner be-
fore retiring for the 
night at a local hotel. 

Da  2Day 2
December 1 
Breakfast at our hotel; 
our journey continues.

We arrive in beautiful 
downtown Asheville 
for lunch, shopping 
and checking in. 
This evening is a rare 
holiday treat—a 
scrumptious dinner at 
Biltmore’s Deerpark 
Restaurant followed 
by an evening tour of 
the Biltmore house. 
The 250-room 
French chateau is 
illuminated with can-
dles, fireplaces and 
soft lights accenting 
delicate ornaments, 
priceless treasures 
and an array of ever-
greens of every size. 

Da  3Day 3
December 2 
Breakfast follows with a 
return to Biltmore.  

Build on last night’s 
momentum, returning 
to the spectacular 
Biltmore Estate.  Tour 
at your own pace 
through the Conserv-
atory where plants 
bloom year round, 
River Bend Farm to 
see what life was like 
there in the 1890s, 
and sample award-
winning wines at Bilt-
more’s winery.  Visit 
the newly developed 
Antler Hill Village for 
dinner and shopping 
before returning to 
the hotel.

Da  4Day 4
December 3 
Breakfast follows with a 
day of tours. 

The day begins with a 
guided tour of the 
National Gingerbread 
House competition at 
The Grove Park Inn.  
Stroll through these 
magnificent displays 
then enjoy a fabulous 
holiday lunch buffet.  
The late afternoon 
and evening is spent 
at Biltmore Village, a 
most unique dining 
and shopping envi-
ronment which is 
decked out for “A 
Dickens Christmas” 
complete with period 
costumes and enter-
tainment.

Da  5Day 5
December 4 
Depart for Savannah 
after breakfast. 

Upon arriving in 
graceful Savannah, 
we’ll check into our 
hotel in the Historic 
Landmark District, 
and freshen up be-
fore enjoying compli-
mentary wine and 
hors d’oeuvres.  We 
dine at one of the 
fabulous restaurants 
just steps away from 
the hotel.
Da  6Day 6
Free time for browsing 
after breakfast. 

Enjoy unique shops 
along River Street 
before departing for 
home.  Late after-
noon arrival home. 
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By Ben Drexler 
Throughout the 2012 second quarter, bridge 

group activity participation remained good despite 
vacation travels and summer residence departures, 
with no less than four tables and up to six tables for 
the 12 playing days.  Good Friday was a holiday. 

The month of June had four Fridays with 16 to 
20 players each.  John Lampe noted his birthday on 
the 17th with bagels, cream cheese and home-made 
fruit crisp bars, enjoyed by all.  Ken and Mary
Breiding noted Ken’s Birthday on June 24, albeit a 
little early, with a delicious array of donuts and pas-
tries in sufficient quantity to furnish lunch time des-
sert as well as morning snacks.  We always enjoy 
these shared celebrations. 

I don’t know what it is with my PC, but it seems 
to have developed somewhat of a habit in making 
obvious errors lately.  (When the mistakes are  

Bridge 

embarrassing, always find a scapegoat.)  In the last 
May report, my computer gave Bob Fiebrandt credit
for Dean Cherry’s monthly high score of 8150, then 
to make matters worse, it ignored Ed Barton’s 7010 
on May 13 to give fourth highest to Mary McFar-
lane, who should have been fifth. Anyway. I hope 
this corrects the credits. I now have my PC on a very 
short leash. 

The June highest five weekly scores are tabulated 
below. Dean Cherry had a big 9050 on June the 17th 
for the highest score of the month; Tony DiBerardi-
no was second with 8020 on the same day. Lynn
Vermilyea’s 7080 on June 10 was third, Arnie
Greenwood with 6880 on the 10th was fourth, and 
Sam Crigler’s 6520 on May 24 took fifth place for 
the month.  

I hope my PC got that right. 

May Bridge Group  

June 2011 Highest Five Scores 

The bridge group welcomes all 
REALM members and spouses.  Play 
is each Friday except holidays at the 
Orlando Beardall Senior Center at 
Gore Street and Delaney Avenue near 
downtown Orlando.  Play is ten 
rounds of four contracts each, begin-
ning at 9:30 a m.  Completion time is 
2:30 to 2:45 p m.  If interested, call 
Loretta Fiebrandt at 407-894-6895 
or Arnie or Babs Greenwood at 407-
857-3996 to reserve a seat or to get 
more information.  Players of all skill 
levels are welcome!   

The 2011 second quarter highest 
average scores for players partic-
ipating in at least half (six) of the 
eligible playing days are tabulat-
ed below.  High averages are 

obviously the best measure of the 
skill and quality of the player in 
that the averaging tends to level 
out the effects of bad hands, vari-
ation in the quality of players one 

is partnered with, and other 
circumstances, all of which, in 
large sample, are somewhat 
random.  

June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24
Arnie Greenwood 6200 Lynn Vermilyea 7080 Dean Cherry 9050 Sam Crigler 6520

Sam Crigler 6180 Arnie Greenwood 6880 Tony DiBerardino 8020 Loretta Fiebrandt 6330

Connie Draskovich 6020 Mary Jansson 6190 Rob Hinsey 7140 Mary Breiding 6060

Lynette DiBerardino 5780 Dean Cherry 5150 Ruth Courney 6900 Alan Courney 5970

Babs Greenwood 5590 Clarice Drexler 4830 Lynette DiBerardino 6790 Dean Cherry 5700

Name 
Average

Score
No.

Plays
Sam Crigler (right) 6247 11

Dean Cherry 6019 12 

Lynette DiBerardino 5989 9 

Arnie Greenwood 5915 10 

John Lampe 5439 9

Second Quarter 2011: Highest Average Scores



    June Lunch Bunch at Mission Inn 

Doris and Mel Barlip 

David and Rita Chestnut 

Elizabeth and Les Robinson 

Ron and Violet Martin 

Ann and Gene Smith 

Lynn and David Hayworth Anne Hurlock-Kelly and Ed Kelly 

Betty and Jerry Randolph Lou Ege and Frances Waugh 

Many thanks to our hosts, the 
Kelly’s and Hayworth’s, who 

chose the location and planned and
coordinated our

June Lunch Bunch, which had a 
huge attendance! 

Nancy Shollenbarger and Jan Branson Silke and Marty Galassini 
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June and Walt Wagner and
Jean Hunter 

Harold and Sue Cates and  
Mary Logvin 

Blair and Joy Schlender  

Ed Wysocki and Marlene Noden 

Freda and Charles Brown 

Rose Palladino and  
Betty Hay 

Anita Holly and 
Charles Edwards 

Seth and Barbara Moorhead 

Rose and Rich Reeves 

Carol and Bill Petrie 



    

Jerry and Trudy Weiss 

Henrietta Rudd and Betty Wright 

Evelyn Woodham, Wanda Ahart, Dotty Moran and Jean Detwiler

Bea and Toni Stimmel 

Max and Veronica Mittelhammer 

Barbara Foshee and Hugh Laumen 

Yvette Savage and Sybil Adkins 
Doris Gore and  

Joanna Polk 
Walt and Fran Bates 

Milton and  
Rose Hnyla 

John and Wanda 
Wardell 

Clarice and Ben Drexler with 
Sally Malena 



    

Babs and Arnie Greenwood 

Matt and Connie Draskovich 

Loretta and Bob Fiebrandt 

Bill and Gayle Gilbert 

Esther Roberts, David Stone, 
and Ann Hartle 

James and Ila Clontz 

Marty Harris and Carolyn Kotar 

Andy and Linda Schaidt 

Harvey and Alice Readey 

Shirley and Ed Jones 

Lucille Isidoro 

Bill and Nancy Brockman 
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The date is 14 March 1958 and it’s 
mid-afternoon when the Ops Officer ap-
proaches me and asks, “How would you 
like to spend the night with your folks?” 

“I sure would, Sir,” says I.  He then 
tells me that 1/Lt. Dave Scofield is stuck at 
NAS Sanford with a sheared starter spline.  
This item is about three inches long, 
splined externally on both ends, is hollow, 
and has a machined groove in the middle 
so it will transmit starter torque and also 
function as  a mechanical fuse to prevent 
excessive inputs to the starter speed reduc-
tion gear assembly. 

Loaded down with a couple of these 
half-pound gadgets, I take off in F-4D-1 
BuNo 134746 using just military power.  I 
don’t use the burner as a fuel-saving meas-
ure.  The flight to Sanford area is routine 
and I decide to circle Orlando for a look at 
the old hometown.  I fly around the city at 
a fairly low airspeed at about 2,000 feet 
altitude—nothing fancy—just a rather con-
servative, short sightseeing trip. 

On the way to NAS Sanford (about 20 
miles north), I remember that I haven’t 
exercised the afterburner at least once dur-
ing the flight per the squadron SOP.  So, I 
pop it into burner, climb from about 2,000 
to 8,000 feet, shut down the burner, de-
scend, and enter the NAS Sanford traffic 
pattern just before dark.  The tower asks if 
I had seen anything unusual to the south 
and I reply in the negative.  After landing 
and giving the splines to Dave, I go with 
my parents to Orlando for a pleasant even-
ing. 

Upon arrival at the NAS the next 
morning, I am instructed to report to the 
Station Ops Officer, who asks me if I 
would like to try out for the Blue Angels.  
I am truly confused, and ask him what he’s 
talking about. 

“Your air show last evening,” he re-
plies.  Still confused, I ask, “What are you 
referring to, Sir?” 

He then tells me that my afterburner 
light and short climb at dusk had con-
vinced many “non-aeronautically quali-
fied” observers all over the county 
(including the entire Sheriff’s depart-
ment) that either one airplane had explod-
ed or two had collided.   

Now I understand 
all the commotion (a 
real Chinese fire drill)!  
I had noticed at Sanford 
after landing that helos 
were flying at night, 
yet! He explains that 
last fall’s explosion of a 
B-47 (which I had 
seen) and the previous 
week’s A3D crash had 
the civilian populace 
very sensitive to loud 
noises and fiery lights 
in the sky.  I explain 
about the SOP and that I hadn’t violated 
any rules of the road.  He cools down and 
agrees that I had operated legally all the 
way and that it was an unfortunate misun-
derstanding. 

The fact that the afterburner exercise 
was performed over a very sparsely popu-
lated—if at all—area and that I not only 
knew the area well but had picked that 
spot for the maneuver doesn’t hurt my 
case.  He finishes by telling me that I am 
welcome to fly into Sanford anytime but 
to please use the afterburner somewhere 
else.   

I Roger that! 

What was that???!!! 

Sanford Scare 
By Phil Oestricher 

Phil Oestricher is a 
Navy Test Pilot School 
graduate who partici-
pated in the first flight 
of the YF-16 program 
and other F-16 tests.  

On Feb. 2, 1974, the  
YF-16 made its 
"official" first flight. That 
90-minute flight was 
completely successful, 
and the prototype went 
on to be developed into 
one of the world’s most 
accomplished fighter 
planes, still in produc-
tion by Lockheed Mar-
tin. The plane’s actual 

first flight, 
however, had 
already taken 
place nearly 
two weeks 
earlier. On Jan. 
20, test pilot 
Phil Oestricher 
was conducting 
a series of high
-speed taxi 
runs on the 
main runway. 
Suddenly the 
red-white-and-
blue fighter 
developed a 

series of roll oscilla-
tions that grew worse 
until its right horizontal 
stabilizer dragged 
along the runway. 
Oestricher quickly 
decided to take off and 
prevent further dam-
age. The YF-16 quickly 
reached flying speed 
and wobbled into the 
air for an uneventful six
-minute flight to a 
normal landing. Subse-
quent investigation 
revealed a high sensi-
tivity in the roll channel 
of the fly-by-wire con-
trol system that was 
corrected by installing 
an automatic gain 
switch. 

Scare. Continued on next page. 
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All this happened while NAS Sanford was host 
to the A3D.  The area had another surprise waiting:  
the occasional A3J Vigilante with its two J79s and 
hard-working afterburners! 

Footnote:  My brother Ray was supervising a 
construction crew, which, by pure coincidence, was 
working almost directly under the maneuver.  
Thinking an airplane had exploded, the others dove 
under the truck while he stood watching (and chuck-
ling!) as he had a pretty good idea who did it. 

A few days later, a man came into my Dad’s 
office and told him about this strange, triangular 

airplane he had seen fly over Orlando.  “Never saw 
anything like it,” he said. 

“That was my boy!” happily replied my father, 
who then explained what a Skyray was. 

Scare. Continued from previous page. 

We have Ralph Merkle to
thank for forwarding this fasci-
nating story, which, to our 
knowledge, has never before 
been published. 

According to Ralph, Phil 
Oestricher was more than “just” 
a pilot.  “He had a master’s de-
gree in aeronautical engineering 
from the University of Florida 
and flew fighters in the active 
Marine air arm, after which he 
joined the Consolidated Vultee 

Corporation (Convair) and flew 
in the Marine air reserves while 
working on the B-36 lightweight 
program. He did the aerodynamic 
planform layout for the RB-57F 
in 1963, choosing the engines, 
airfoil, etc.  Two of the original 
21 aircraft built are still flying 
for NASA today.  The F model 
became the replacement for Mar-
tin’s RB-57D, which was at the 
end of its fatigue life.  

“Somewhere in that time  
period, Convair 
was acquired by 
General
Dynamics.  

“Phil attended test 
pilot school and 
became involved 
in the F-111  
Ardvark flight test 
program as a test 
pilot. When the 
lightweight fighter 
program began, he 
was deeply in-
volved in the  
YF-16 in 1973, 

which was GD’s entry in the 
competition with Northrop’s YF-
17.  GD easily won the fly-off.  

“Phil resigned from the Ma-
rines as a Lt. Colonel as he had 
no time to attend Marine training 
while at Edwards AFB on the F-
16 program.  Phil became Flight 
Test director and was flying a 
new F-16 almost every day as 
well as flying the company plane 
when needed.

“Phil retired from GD in 
1992 after having flown some 
126 different types of aircraft, 
including sailplanes, towing sail-
planes, helicopters, Ford Trimo-
tor, French and British jet fight-
ers, B-25, B-24, F-
15, F8, F-106, and 
on and on.  Oddly 
enough we were 
both working on the 
same program—the 
infamous Navy A-12 
(the Flying Dorito) 
when the program 
was terminated.” 

A lifelong friendship … Ralph and Phil 

Phil Oestricher (center) and Ralph Merkle (right) are 
joined by Chuck Bernoil (left).  The photo was taken at 
what was once the all-grass Cannon Mills Airport on the 
east side of SR 436 just south of Curry Ford Road (the 
airport was sold and the property was developed into 
what is Azalea Park today).  Phil had destroyed his one 
free flight in an accident that day and Ralph was letting 
him fly his plane so he would have something to do the 
rest of the day.  

Ralph Merkle 



    



    
September Lunch Bunch—The Catfish Place t ish The Catfish Place 

2324 13th Street, St Cloud, FL 

Reservations are required by September 6!  Please email Bob Wood to reserve your place 
rwood5027@msn.com 

Or fill out the form below and mail to 
Bob Wood, 5027 Dorian Ave., Belle Isle, FL  32812

Yes, we will attend the September Lunch Bunch at The Catfish Place in St. Cloud 

Name 

Name 

The extensive menu features fresh catfish and 
other local specialties like soft shell turtle, 
frog legs and gator tail; all of which is open-
range (not farm raised) to ensure the best 
taste.

A variety of traditional offerings: tasty steaks, 
chicken and more are also prepared fresh  

daily.  Nothing is frozen and all the fish is hand-breaded.  Greens and vegetables (including cabbage from 
which their world-famous cole slaw is made) is home grown.  

You can choose from a variety of entrees that are steamed, broiled, baked, or fried.  You will be ordering 
from the extensive luncheon menu.  On the facing page is a snapshot of some of the menu.  For the full list-
ing, directions, and more information, go to their webpage at http://www.thecatfishplacestcloud.com/ 

Order from the lunch menu; dinner menu selections are also  
available 

Lunch entrees range in price from $6.99 to $8.99; non-alcoholic bever-
ages are $1.99 with free refills 

Lunch entrees are served with two sides of your choice (choose from a 
wide selection of sides) 

Tuesday, September 13th, 2011 Tuesday, September 13th, 2011 
: 0 11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.    an  o ia  imArrival and social timeArrival and social time   

: 0  a.11:30 a.m.   un hLunch   
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Who do you know? 

Jon Ramer sends these 
photos.  Who do you 
know?  If you have in-
sight into the group 
pictured here, drop a 
note to realm.fl.news 
@gmail.com 

If you know anything 
about this group and 
their activities, include 
that along with your 
name, when you re-
tired, and something 
about yourself. 
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As the company’s long time space planner for 
the Orlando operations at Sand Lake Road, I fre-
quently encountered a term commonly confused in 
its application by the employees with whom I was 
discussing move plans.  That term was “Main Plant,” 
and just exactly what it meant was what the person 
using it believed it meant. 

Officially, at least by the Facilities department’s 
convention, the term had only two applications.  
First, it was the proper name for the connected group 
of structures comprising the A building, the AA 
building and the L (or Personnel) building.   
Secondly, it was also the proper term for all the 
structures inside the Perimeter Road. 

However, many employees who resided in either 
AA or L would refer to the part of the complex 
where the cafeterias were as the Main Plant, as in 
“I’m going to the Main Plant for lunch now.”   
Others, who resided in areas such as Building N, the 
Administration Tower, or one of the modules would 
often refer to any part of the A/AA/L complex as 
“the Main Plant.”  Still 
others who worked in 
Building 10, the  
Simulation and Test  
Laboratory complex, or 
the Remote Area would 
refer to any building  
inside Perimeter Road as 
the “Main Plant.” 

Later, those who were 
employed in Orlando  
Central Park or the new 
Electronic Systems  
Center plant (aka back 
then as the East Side) 
would refer to any  
location at Sand Lake 
Road as the “Main Plant.” 

And, I have even 
heard employees at the 
Ocala and Troy sites use 
the term “Main Plant” any time they were traveling 
to any of the Orlando facilities regardless of which 
building or plant site they might be traveling to.   

I concluded that the farther away from the per-
ceived “center of the universe” Main Plant you were, 
the larger that entity became as your reference point. 

Needless to say, this led to occasional mistakes 
and required the effort of the knowledgeable inquirer 
to follow up with the request of just what building or 
facility a person really wanted.  Oddly, in recent 
years with the significant increase of new employees, 
Sand Lake Road Center management decided it was 
necessary to post building names in prominent loca-
tions for safety reasons.  That was fine except that a 
debate ensued within the Facilities department re-
garding what the names should be. Of course, man-
agement had its way and imposed the most common 
colloquial names instead of the official names in the 
Facilities records. 

Ah, it was obviously time to retire and let the 
new crowd have its way! 

“Whaddya mean, ‘Main Plant’?” 
By Gerry Shoaf 



REALM News—July 2011—Page 22 



REALM News—July 2011—Page 23 

February 16, 2012
10-day Southern Caribbean Medley Round 
Trip from Ft. Lauderdale 
Start the New Year off with a relaxing 10-day  
Princess Caribbean adventure.  Join REALM's 
“Magnificent 8,” who initiated and booked this cruise 
with Karen Strain of L’Attitude Adjustments. If interest-

ed, contact Joe Boler (407-293-6549) or Karen Strain 
(407-786-8755). 

Hike through Aruba’s Arikok National Park, snorkel in 
the waters of Bonaire, visit one of Grenada’s famed spice 
farms and swim in Dominica’s hot springs before visits to 
beautiful St. Thomas 
and Princess' private 
island oasis, Princess 
Cays.

Emerald princess 

Embarkation port:  
Ft. Lauderdale 

Embarkation date: 
February 16, 2012 

Cruise Itinerary 

Day Port Arrival Departure

1 Ft. Lauderdale, Florida   5:00 p.m. 

2 At Sea 

3 At Sea 

4 Aruba   8:00 a.m.   7:00 p.m. 

5 Bonaire   7:00 a.m.   2:00 p.m. 

6 Grenada 12:00 p.m.   7:00 p.m. 

7 Dominica   7:00 a.m.   4:00 p.m. 

8 St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands   8:00 a.m.   5:00 p.m. 

9 At Sea 

10 Princess Cays, Bahamas   9:00 a.m. 4:00 a.m. 

11 Ft. Lauderdale, Florida    7:00 a.m. 

And who, you ask, are the “Magnificent 8”?  They would be the eight REALMers who made the 
South American “Shaky Quaky” cruise.  They have booked this cruise and want REALM members 
to know it is available to them as well.   
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Where Are They Now? 
Compiled by Ann Hartle 

Ola Williams-Milam 
Winter Springs, Florida

First, I want to commend 
Ann Hartle for being the most 
persistent person I know. She 
has “bugged” me numerous 
times to write a few words for 
the “Where Are They Now?” 
column. While I look forward to 
reading all the REALM newslet-
ters about what is going on in 
people’s lives, the WATN is one 
of my favorite articles. Thank 
you, Ann, for taking the time to 
contact all of us and gather the 
information for this article each 
month. 

I heard about The Martin 
Company at a grocery store in 
1959 just a couple of months 
after moving to Orlando as a 
newlywed.  Anne Hurlock-
Kelly interviewed me on 
“Executive Row.” I thought to 
myself, “Wow, this is wonder-
ful.” Little did I know that I 
would be sitting in the middle of 
a sea of desks next to lots of oth-
er employees.  I started working 
as a stenographer in Missile 
Master Field Support for John
House in July 1959 and later for 
Ken Karcher.  During this as-
signment, Ann Hartle was our 
Department Secretary.  I later 
worked as Secretary for Rudy
Dufka in Pershing Quality and 
for Joe Blickman in Publica-
tions. While in Publications, I 
had the opportunity to become a 
technical editor with Jim Em-
mons, Phyllis D’Alessio Lupo
and others. In Presentations, I 
worked for Jack Wilhelm and 
Ron Ring.  Early on, Andrea 
Lawrence worked in the “typing 

pool” where she not only did 
typing and layout, but she made 
sure the content was correct.  
Everyone recognized her poten-
tial and she went on to become a 
director. My last assignment was 
in Production Operations work-
ing for Vladimir Mandl, Dar-
rell Katz and Bob Keymont. I 
met many wonderful people 
while working there and I still 
look forward to hearing from 
them or about them in the news-
letter.

I was unaware of the rules in 
1959, which were simply no eat-
ing and drinking except during 
your lunch break.  However, you 
could smoke anywhere in the 
building.  Shortly after I started 
to work, I was eating an apple at 
my desk when Tom Willey
came walking through my area 
and saw me.  He reported me to 
my department manager, Joe
Blickman, who made sure I 
wouldn’t do that again.  This 
incident made me “famous” 
overnight as people throughout 
the main plant would come by 
my area to see who had been 
“caught” eating an apple at her 
desk.  I also received joke-type 
messages through the intra-
company folders, which were 
used multiple times.  This was 
before computers, emails, and 
recycling were a daily part of our 
lives. The rules changed drasti-
cally before I retired.  Vending 
machines containing coffee, so-
das, and food were added 
throughout the buildings.  People 
could eat and drink at their 

desks, but smoking was no long-
er allowed inside the buildings.  

I retired from Martin Mari-
etta in 1995 and went to work at 
Bell Performance, a company 
my husband (Charlie Williams)
and I owned. Many of you re-
member that Charlie worked in 
Finance with Mike D’Alessio
for a number of years. After we 
retired, Charlie and I traveled to 
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, 
and throughout the U.S., plus we 
went on several cruises with the 
REALM retirees. Unfortunately, 
Charlie had major heart prob-
lems and passed away in 2006 
after a long illness. I continue to 
work at Bell Performance, 
which hopefully keeps my mind 
sharp, but my son Glenn Wil-
liams now runs the company. 
Some of you remember that 
Glenn was born after Charlie 
and I had been married 16 years. 
He is now almost 36 and his 
wife is a full time missionary 
with Pioneers International. 
Time passes quickly, doesn’t it? 

Charlie and I always had a 
heart for the impoverished in our 
church and community. For 
many years, we picked up day-
old bread and staple groceries 
that were donated by Goodings 
and Publix. Plus, we made fre-
quent trips to the Second Har-
vest Food Bank to buy staple 
groceries. We distributed the 

WATN? Continued on next page. 
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food to those who needed it. At 
Christmas, we paired up needy 
children and families with won-
derful people who took them 
Christmas shopping and made 
sure they had plenty of groceries 
and other necessities. 

After saying I would never 
remarry (never say “never”), I 
went on a trip to the National 
Parks and Canyons in June 2007 
with the seniors in our church. 
George Milam and I were the 
only singles so we sat together 
on the planes, buses, etc. After 
13 days on the road, we realized 
how much we enjoyed each oth-
er’s company and that we had 
many things in common. His 
first wife had also died in 2006 
after a long illness and he had 
been her caregiver. We had 
known each other at church for a 
long time.  

George and I got married in 
January 2008, and I moved to 
his house in Winter Springs. We 
live next door to his son and his 
wife. On George’s side of the 
family, we have two grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild, 
plus we are expecting twin great 
grandchildren in November. 

In addition to being active in 
our church, we work with spe-
cial needs children through a 
program called Nathaniel’s 
Hope Buddy Break. This pro-

James Harris 
Glenn Nordman 

Welcome new 
members!

gram gives a much needed 
three-hour break once a 
month to parents of special 
needs children (their siblings 
also attend). Our church also 
has a weekly ministry for spe-
cial needs children and we 
help with them. When George 
and I were looking for a way 
to give back to others for all 
the blessings God has so abun-
dantly given to us, we never 
dreamed it would be with spe-
cial needs children. We fell in 
love with the children and it is 
greatly rewarding to give them a 
safe, loving environment so the 
parents can leave them without 
worrying about them, knowing 
they are well cared for 

Our favorite vacations are 
cruises because they are so relax-
ing, but we have also traveled 
within the U.S. George keeps our 
yard looking like a garden and I 
get to be his  
helper.  Weather permitting, we 
spend a lot of time in our back-
yard swing, watching the planes 
arriving and leaving Orlando. 
(Can you think of a more relax-
ing way to spend time?)  I teas-
ingly tell George it is our Garden 
of Eden because it is not only 
beautiful, but we have lots of 

wildlife. Squirrels and rabbits 
scurry to and fro and many spe-
cies of birds eat from our bird 
feeder and play in the bird bath.  

We are now in the winter of 
our lives, and we are so grateful 
for good health and strength. We 
try to live each day to the fullest.  
More than anything, we want to 
live our lives to bless others and 
make a positive difference in this 
world.  God has truly blessed us 
and we are grateful indeed.

Ola and George Milam 

WATN? Continued. 
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The Road to Roanoke 
It’s important to remember 

and celebrate the diverse history 
and rich heritage that make 
America exceptional.  I believe 
the special character of the Unit-
ed States is an outcome of the 
freedom of her people to build 
and develop their communities in 
distinctive ways.  We’re blessed 
with abundant natural resources 
and those often come into play in 
shaping a community’s culture.  
When traveling, Jack and I enjoy 
the back roads and old U.S. high-
ways that were America’s back-
bone before the interstate high-
way system accelerated and re-
routed our travels. 

We’re spending the summer 
on the road, interspersed with 
days at home in North Carolina.  

On the road to Roanoke a 
few weeks ago, we enjoyed visit-
ing local historical centers, tour-
ing the famous star park over-
looking the city, and shopping in 
a farmer’s market and craft fair. 
Here are just a few photos of our 
four-day journey. 

On the route back to North 
Carolina along U.S. 11, we 
stopped about 25 miles north of 
Roanoke at a small country diner 
for a late lunch.  The few other 
patrons included a couple of fel-
lows deep in conversion in the 
booth behind us. When they fin-
ished, one of them came over to 
introduce himself and ask how 
he could be of service to us.  
That’s how we met Congressman 
Bob Goodlatte, who represents 
Virginia’s sixth district.  Rep. 
Goodlatte wasn’t the least bit 
fazed when we apologetically 
told him we didn’t live in his 

district.  He gave us his card an-
yway and said, “I work for you.”  
After speaking with us, he 
stepped into the back of the res-
taurant and introduced himself to 
the staff and talked with them 
and the other diners before he 
left.

It was refreshing to meet 
him and a perfect end to a great 
few days on the road to  
Roanoke. 

Going Places 
By Andrea Lawrence 

This is the world’s largest free-
standing illuminated man-made 
star, constructed in 1949 at the 
top of Mill Mountain in Roanoke, 
Virginia.  After construction , 
Roanoke was nicknamed “Star 
City of the South.”  

Virginia highway 11 is home to 
Foamhenge, a full-scale replica of 
Stonehenge made of styrofoam. 

Natural Bridge is a geological 
formation in which Cedar Creek 
(a small tributary of the James 
River) has carved out a gorge, 
forming an arch 215 ft high with a 
span of 90 ft. 

A Jupiter rocket stands guard 
behind an antique rail car at the 
Virginia Museum of Transporta-
tion. 

Jack strolls along the banks of 
the Cedar Creek at Natural 
Bridge, Virginia. 

At this large, indoor live butterfly 
garden, a girl visits with an occu-
pant. 
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HULC robotic exoskeleton 
begins U.S. Army biome-
chanical testing 

Biomechanical testing of the 
Lockheed Martin ruggedized 
HULCTM exoskeleton is now 
underway at the U.S. Army Na-
tick Soldier Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center in 
Natick, Mass. The testing is ex-
pected to help shape future re-
quirements for the HULC based 
on feedback from Soldiers. 

For seven weeks, U.S. Army 
warfighters will be evaluated to 
assess the effects of load carriage 
with and without use of the 
HULC exoskeleton.  Biome-
chanical testing will measure 
changes in energy expended by 
users, assessing how quickly in-
dividuals acclimate to the system 
and whether there is a reduction 
in metabolic cost. Testing will 
also determine if there is an im-
provement in metabolic efficien-
cy as measured by oxygen con-
sumption per unit total mass, 
when wearing the ruggedized 
HULC as compared to not wear-
ing the device under identical 
load, speed, grade, and duration 
conditions.

Lockheed Martin’s HULC is 
an untethered, battery-powered, 
hydraulic-actuated anthropo-
morphic exoskeleton that pro-
vides users the ability to carry 
loads up to 200 pounds for up to 
20 kilometers on a single battery 
charge over all terrains. HULC’s 
design allows for deep squats, 
crawls and upper-body lifting 
with minimal human exertion. 
An advanced onboard micro-
computer ensures the exoskele-
ton moves in concert with the 
operator. HULC is an innovative 
solution that improves endurance 

Thanks to You … Lockheed Martin News 
and reduces the risk of injury to 
the Soldier. 

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs reports that the most 
prevalent service-connected dis-
abilities stem from musculoskel-
etal system injuries. 

Lockheed Martin executive 
transitions include change 
at Orlando’s Global Train-
ing and Logistics

Lockheed Martin announced 
a series of executive moves in-
tended to strengthen its perfor-
mance on high-priority programs 
by drawing on top talent from 
across the enterprise. All of the 
moves take effect August 1. 

“These appointments will 
strengthen our performance on 
high-priority programs and pro-
vide growth and development 
opportunities for key execu-
tives,” said Christopher E. Ku-
basik, Lockheed Martin presi-
dent and chief operating officer. 
“They build on our commitment 
to leverage our talent seamlessly 
across the enterprise to meet the 
needs of our customers.” 

Among the highest level 
moves, Orlando D. Carvalho, 
who currently leads the compa-
ny’s Washington, D.C.-based 
Mission Systems & Sensors 
(MS2) unit within its Electronic 
Systems Business Area, will 
become vice president and depu-
ty of the F-35 program, report-
ing to F-35 Executive Vice Pres-
ident and General Manager Lar-
ry Lawson.  

In other high-level reloca-
tions, Dale P. Bennett, who cur-
rently leads the company’s 
Global Training and Logistics 
(GTL) unit will succeed Car-
valho as MS2 president, and 

Denise A. Saiki will succeed 
Bennett. Saiki is cur-
rently vice president 
and general manager, 
MS2’s Undersea Sys-
tems line of business. 
Both will report to 
Electronic Systems 
Business Area Execu-
tive Vice President 
Marillyn A. Hewson. 

“Dale brings a 30-year track 
record of excellence to his new 
role, and he will lead a strong 
and experienced MS2 team,” 
Kubasik said. “His depth of 
knowledge, demonstrated leader-
ship skills and understanding of 
the MS2 portfolio will ensure a 
seamless transition to his new 
role and a continued focus on 
program and performance excel-
lence.” Bennett’s leadership ex-
perience includes program man-
agement, systems engineering, 
international efforts and execu-
tive roles at various businesses, 
including MS2. 

Saiki has been with Lock-
heed Martin for more than 21 
years and brings to her new posi-
tion wide-ranging experience 
leading a diverse portfolio of 
systems, services and logistics 
support for customers including 
the U.S. Air Force and Navy, as 
well as international militaries. 
“She has held critical roles in 
program management, engineer-
ing and manufacturing and has 
demonstrated strong leadership 
during change as MS2 and Un-
dersea Systems have evolved in 
recent years,” Kubasik said. 

Lisa B. Callahan, who earli-
er was a senior leader in Or-
lando’s simulation and training 
business, succeeds Saiki as vice 
president of the Undersea Sys-
tems line of business.  

Dale Bennett 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUEST 

At right is the cover of a Martin 
Company recruiting brochure  
designed by Bob West, a graphic de-
signer who worked at Martin from 
1960-1969.

“I designed the entire publication in a 
magazine format similar to the  
popular magazines LOOK and
The Saturday Evening Post back then.
The information in this publication 
was the result of interviews with re-
cent arrivals to Orlando.
Most of the questions were directed 
toward the wives.  This information 
gave prospective engineers and their 
families a preview of Orlando and 
what it was like to live here.” 

Design by Bob West.
Cover photograph by Dirone-Denner.
Gown by Hannah Troy.


